
  

 

 

 

 

 

Grass Cutting Strategy  

 

Cutting Season 

The grass cutting season ordinarily takes place between March and October. Occasionally 

out of season cuts take place as a result of weather conditions or usage requirements. 

Where is the grass cut? 

Chippenham Town Council cuts grass on land owned by the Town Council and land owned 

by Wilshire Council under the service delegation agreement. 

This includes: 

• Roads and verges  

• Parks and open Spaces 

• Cemeteries  

• All other Amenity land 

The grass is cut in accordance with the character of the area and to ensure the safe use of 

the town’s roads, pavements, parks and open spaces.  

 

When is the grass cut? 

The regularity of cutting varies according to the type of land and how vigorous the growth 

is in a particular area.  

Roadside verges are cut on average every four weeks during the period March – October, 

however it may increase at times of excessive growth. Equally should there be long dry 

spells this can decrease. 

Parks and Open Spaces, London Road Cemetery and all other Amenity land are cut on 

average between 10 and 15 times between March and October. However, this is flexible 

depending upon frequent use, highly sensitive areas and growing conditions.  

There are also several areas where there is a more relaxed cutting regime where this has 

been deemed appropriate. The frequency of cut here is either twice yearly or biannually. 

These areas are referred to as either rough-cut areas or conservation areas. They are 

generally not heavily walked areas or areas used for recreation. 

 

 



Overgrown Areas 

During late spring and peak growing season, it is expected that some grassed areas may 

seem as though they have been neglected, this is not the case and grass will continue to be 

cut as per the schedule. 

Chippenham Town Council does not collect grass (known as arising) it is left on the ground, 

on verges, communal areas or open spaces. When long grass is cut the arisings can be more 

visible for a short time, this quickly breaks down and does not damage the grass growing 

underneath. Chippenham Town Council’s ride on mowers are fitted with mulching decks 

that cut the grass into small pieces. This enables the grass to break down into the soil 

quickly. 

Areas of grass where bulbs have been naturalised are not cut for a minimum of six weeks 

after flowering. 

 

Missed areas 

The Environmental Services Team grass cutting round is extensive and can be complex within 

the various schedules and mapped areas. If you believe that an area of grass has not been 

cut when nearby areas have been cut, please get in touch by using our reporting system at: 

www.chippenham.gov.uk/report-it 

 

Making room for nature 

The grass cutting regime is dynamic and both adapts and evolves each year. In partnership 

with Wiltshire Wildlife Trust we are working towards a sustainable future for people and 

wildlife. Whilst we continue to maintain areas for amenity, sports and leisure, this new 

approach is changing the way we manage some sites. 

Where wildflowers are already flourishing, an early March cut to ‘top’ the grass is scheduled. 

With a second cut following after the native flora has flowered and set seed. This is usually 

in late summer, depending on the species and growing season. Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 

employ a range of survey and monitoring techniques to enable them to review and adapt a 

cutting schedule for a particular area. 

Areas of Open Spaces have been identified for the 2022 season to incorporate both regular 

cutting and a more relaxed cutting regime. This will be achieved by either having strips 

around the perimeter that are cut twice annually or areas that only have footpaths cut 

through them regularly and the rest cut twice annually. 

 

Wildflower meadows and biodiversity 

In grassland management it is widely understood that achieving low soil fertility is key to 

enhancing the wildlife value of a particular area. Wild flowers are generally associated with 

lower fertility soils, whereas high fertility soils encourage growth of vigorous grasses and 

competitive species such as nettles and cow parsley. 

Therefore, leaving the arisings at the cutting site allows biomass and the nutrients they 

contain to re-enter the soil. This increases the layer of dead grass or thatch which then 

hinders seed germination.  

http://www.chippenham.gov.uk/report-it


The removal of arisings from a cut area requires either labour intensive manual raking, or 

the use of specialised cut and collection machinery. At the time of writing Chippenham 

Town Council do not own the necessary machinery and the large areas of grass within the 

town preclude the use of manual labour. 

Whilst the long term goal is to move to a cut and collect schedule in some areas, in the 

short term some areas have been identified to carry out ‘mini wildflower meadow’ trials. 

These will be small strips of urban grass where general grass cutting, and wildflowers can 

sit beside each other. 

Because creating such mini meadows is labour intensive, once trials have taken place and 

prove to be successful, more areas can be developed depending on levels of resources 

available. 

 

Hazards 

Chippenham Town Council has identified the following hazards which result from reduced 

cutting regimes; 

- Fire 

The risk of fire is considered to be low but it increases with long dry grass in summer months, 

particularly in times of drought. 

- Hay fever 

It is difficult to categorically tell if hay fever symptoms are heightened by leaving grass 

areas uncut, as high pollen levels in the atmosphere are normally experienced in the growing 

season because of pollen being released from other species than grass such as trees and 

garden plants. 

- Ticks 

Ticks are small, spider-like, insects that live in long grass as well as heath and woodland. 

They are more prevalent in areas that contain high densities of sheep and deer. Ticks can 

be infected with bacteria that can cause Lyme disease. This can be harmful to humans if 

left untreated. Further information about ticks, and what to do should you find one, can be 

found here: https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1557/Tick-awareness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1557/Tick-awareness

