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1. Site Information 

Site name 
 

Monkton Park 
 

Address 

Off Sunningdale Close 
Chippenham 

Wiltshire 
SN15 3XH 

Grid Reference ST 92704 73124 

Contact details 
Name Jake Bailey 
Email  enquiries@chippenham.gov.uk 

Number n/a 
 

 

 

Figure 1: Site A and B shown by red and yellow arrows (Google Earth) 
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2. Introduction 
Chippenham Town Council are working in partnership with Earthwatch Europe and Siemens 

Mobility Limited to create a Tiny Forest on under-utilised land at Monkton Park, Chippenham. 

The proposed plan involves excavating the existing soil in order to improve nutrients and soil 

density, prior to planting the trees. For this reason, a Preliminary Ecological Assessment will 

assess the ecological value of the habitats present and identify any mitigation measures that 

might be necessary to off-set the impact of the Tiny Forest creation. 

Executive Summary 

Tiny Forests have a growing body of evidence behind their capability to increase biodiversity. 

The net biodiversity gain of the Tiny Forest is predicted to exceed what is currently present at 

the proposed site in Monkton Park. 

Currently, habitats found at the initial site (Site A fig. 1) of the Tiny Forest include tussocky 

grassland, areas of scrub and rough, ruderal vegetation. Scrub can be a valuable wildlife 

habitat and is a successional stage between grassland and woodland. The scrub has 

developed due to lack of management during the last 10 years. 

Following an ecological site assessment in January 2022, an alternative application site was 

put forward, ‘site B’, in order to reduce the ecological impact of the Tiny Forest and avoid 

disruption of scrub habitat.  

The ethos of Chippenham Town Council is to improve Monkton Park for the benefit of wildlife 

and people and the Tiny Forest project is consistent with this aim. There is also a clear 

commitment to create large areas of additional wildlife habitat in the adjoining park as set out 

in the Monkton Park 5 year management plan. 

Aim 

This aims of this report are: 

 To create a phase 1 habitat survey for the site (Site A) 

 To assess the likelihood of protected species using the sites 

 To assess the ecological constraints and mitigation required to carry out the proposed 

Tiny Forest plan  

 To recommend suitable management practices based on the findings 

Methodology 

An initial visit of site A was conducted on December 2nd 2021. The site was surveyed in the 

daytime in accordance with JNCC National Vegetation Classification guidelines by an 

experienced ecologist trained in Phase 1 survey techniques. An initial walkover survey was 
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carried out. An ecological desk study was conducted that included a data search for 

protected species. A further site assessment of site A was carried out on January 20th 2022. 

 

3. Results 

Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

A Phase 1 habitat survey of Site A was performed and the resulting annotated map is shown 

in appendix 1. The habitats and features found on site are: 

 Ruderal vegetation 

 Areas of dense scrub with standard trees 

 Areas of scattered scrub 

 Tussocky grassland 

 Mown path-edge grass 

 Badger tracks 

Walkover Survey 

A walkover survey was performed which covered all areas of site A. A complete list of all 

species seen during the survey can be found in appendix 2. Photographs taken during the 

walkover survey can be found in appendix 4. 

The survey covered site A, approximately 1 acre in size, roughly diamond shaped. The 

proposed Tiny Forest is to be planted in a 200m2 plot within this area. The site is flanked to the 

north-west by Monkton Park Golf Course, and to the north-east by Monkton Park housing 

estate. To the south lies the informal section of Monkton Park, a large expanse of rough 

grassland. The River Avon flows north-westwards approximately 50m from the western 

extremity of the site. 

To the park side of Site A runs a wide, tarmacked path, which is lit by lamp posts. The verge of 

this path is closely mown amenity grassland in a strip of about 1.5m width. The boundary with 

the golf course is fenced. To the south-east the site is bordered by an area of mainly ash 

(Fraxinus excelsior), oak (Quercus robur) and field maple (Acer campestre) woodland. 

The main bulk of site A is a matrix of dense and scattered scrub, ruderal vegetation, and 

tussocky grassland, all with a few scattered, young, standard trees. 

Ruderal vegetation is defined as the pioneer plants that are first to colonise a newly disturbed 

area of waste ground. In this case the ruderal vegetation mainly lies to the west of the site, 

closest to the river. The area is dominated by such species as common nettle (Urtica dioica), 
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hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium), creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense) and various dock 

species (Rumex spp.). 

To the north east of the ruderal area is a large block of dense scrub with outlying scattered 

scrub vegetation. Scrub can be defined as scattered bushes or closed canopy vegetation, 

composed of shrubs and tree saplings usually less than 5m tall, sometimes with scattered trees 

(Mortimer et al, 2000). 

The scrub is composed of bramble (Rubus fructicosus agg.), hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), 

blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and dog rose (Rosa canina). Interspersed within and around this 

are several young trees, of around 10 years old, including field maple (Acer campestre), Ash 

(Fraxinus excelsior), and hazel (Corylus avellana). The majority of the trees are concentrated 

in an area to the north-east against the tarmacked path. At the time of the first visit, Site A was 

well used by a good number of birds. Species foraging amongst the vegetation included 

blackbird (Turdus merula), wren (Troglodytes troglodytes), blue tit (Cyanistes caeruleus), long-

tailed tit (Aegithalos caudatus) and the conservation status amber redwing (Turdus iliacus) 

and conservation status red house sparrow (Passer domesticus). This scrub would likely be well 

used as a roosting site. 

In the northern part of the site, adjacent to the golf course, the ruderal vegetation gives way 

to rough, tussocky grassland. Although the grasses here are quite coarse there were a few 

signs of a little more in the way of species diversity. These included common knapweed 

(Centaurea nigra), teasel (Dipsacus fullonum) and yarrow (Achillea millefolium). 

A search was made for protected species and a well-used badger track was found. The track 

ran underneath the golf course fence, to the north. Then it progressed through the scrub, 

veered north again, across the path and into the woodland on the other side. An occasional 

minor side-track was found within the scrub. During the second visit of Site A another well used 

track was found running east/west through the area that the Tiny Forest was to be located in. 

No evidence was found of any sett activity. Although the scrub was dense in places, the shape 

of the block ensured that the majority was accessible, or visible internally. A burrow entrance 

hole was found at the base of an ash tree, but this was likely created by rabbits, and showed 

no signs of recent use. 

All the trees on site were checked for signs of bat roosts and activity. No signs, droppings, 

markings, potential roost sites, or other significant signs of bat activity were found.  

 

Desk Study and Proposed Plan 

A data search for protected species recorded within 1km of the site was requested from 

Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Record Centre. No data records were found from within the 
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boundaries of the site. There were no records within 1km of rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus), 

muntjac (Muntiacus reevesi), grey squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis), or any other pest species. 

There were records of hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus), Badger (Meles meles), Otter (Lutra 

lutra), toad (Bufo bufo), slow worm (Anguis fragilis) and grass snake (Natrix helvetica). 

Ten bat species are recorded within 1km of the site. Brown long-eared (Plecotus auratus), 

soprano pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pygmaeus), pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus), noctule (Nyctalus 

noctula), whiskered (Myotis mystacinus), Daubentons (Myotis daubentonii), serotine (Eptesicus 

serotinus), barbastelle (Eptesicus serotinus), lesser horseshoe (Rhinolophus hipposideros) and 

greater horseshoe (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum). 

Monkton Park is a large open space in the centre of Chippenham and is one of the devolved 

assets transferred to Chippenham Town Council from Wiltshire Council in 2019. With the River 

Avon running along its southern flank, Monkton Park is an important corridor for wildlife. The 

trees in the park, particularly those adjacent to the river, play an important part in this and 

species such as willow (Salix spp.) and alder providing roosting sites for bats. (Chippenham 

Town Council 2021) 

Chippenham councillors have agreed to adopt a 5-year Management Plan for Monkton Park. 

The Management Plan was developed with an extensive consultation process with residents, 

Councillors, partner organisations and stakeholders (Chippenham Town Council 2021). Within 

this plan a 15 acre area adjacent to the proposed Tiny Forest site is earmarked for 

development as a mixed habitat matrix of grassland, scrub and woodland. This new habitat 

will be at least 15 times as large as the habitat lost in order to establish the Tiny Forest. 

The site of the proposed Tiny Forest (Site A) was grassland prior to transferal to Chippenham 

Town Council in 2019. Over the course of the last decade the area has received no 

management at all, except for having the path-edges mown during the summer. Due to the 

process of natural succession the area has started to scrub over and would, in the course of 

time, revert to woodland. Although there are several tree species present, none of this could 

be classed as mature. 

A Tiny Forest is a tennis court sized, dense, fast-growing native woodland that is an attractive 

location for wildlife and people. It follows a method of forest management developed by Dr 

Miyawaki in the 1970s to plant natural, native forests. These forests grow rapidly and become 

biodiverse much quicker than via the processes of natural regeneration/ succession. Since the 

movement began 3,000 tiny forests have been planted, 96.7% of which developed into resilient 

ecosystems within 10 years. (Earthwatch 2019) 

A diagram showing the proposed layout and installation method can be found in appendix 4. 
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4. Discussion & Recommendations 
Well-managed scrub and its margins support a range of wildlife. Scrub provides nectar, seeds, 

fruits, shelter, and nest sites for invertebrates, birds and mammals. At the time of the site visit 

the scrub was well used as foraging and roosting resource by birds. By extension this would also 

suggest that the site would be well used for nesting in the summer. Furthermore, there is 

evidence of extensive use by badgers and the scrub has potential for use by foraging bats. 

Due to the current value of the scrub habitat at Site A, and the availability of other land in the 

vicinity, it is advised that the planned site of the Tiny Forest be moved to the south side of the 

tarmacked path, as shown in figure 2 and Appendix 3 (Site B).  

At Site B the planned habitat improvement works will create a habitat matrix of grassland, 

scrub and woodland as set out in the Monkton Park 5 year management plan document. This 

will lead to the creation of a scrub matrix in the order of 15 times bigger than that at Site A. 

However, at Site B the grassland is a semi-improved, rough grassland sward. Therefore, its 

current ecological value is low and subsequently it is a suitable site for creation of the Tiny 

Forest without further mitigation. 

The tussocky grassland in the northern part of Site A holds enough interest to suggest that 

monitoring should be undertaken through spring and summer 2022. This should establish the 

diversity present and thus inform future management. 

 

Figure 2: Annotated map of new Tiny Forest position, Site B(Bing Maps) 
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Recommendations 

 Move Tiny Forest planting plan to Site B as shown in figure 2. 
 Adapt 5 year habitat matrix plan in order to accommodate the new Tiny Forest position 

at Site B. 
 Prior to vegetation removal carry out community engagement work to enable and 

educate public buy-in. 
 Prior to mechanical ground preparation of Site B carry out site walkover to ensure 

ecological disturbance is kept to a minimum. 
 Ensure mechanical and manual ground preparation is supervised by a suitably 

competent person. 
 Ground preparation to only occur in specific areas to enable completion of Tiny Forest 

plan. 
 Tussocky grassland to be left undisturbed, then monitored during summer 2022 to inform 

a suitable future management regime. 
 Fence Tiny Forest area against Muntjac and other pest species. 
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6. Appendices 

Appendix 1: Phase 1 Habitat Survey Map (Site A) 
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Appendix 2: Species List (Site A) 
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Appendix 3: Proposed Plan Diagram (Site A & Site B) 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Site A design and location (superseded following ecological advice) 

Above: Site B; revised design and location. This is the layout which will be going ahead. 
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Appendix 4: Photographs (Site A) 

 

Badger Track Entrance    Dense Scrub and Grassland 

 

Dense Scrub     Ruderal vegetation 

 

Tussocky Grassland    Path Verge Grass 
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