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Friends of Chippenham Station (FoCS), formed
in August 2019, is a welcoming community rail
group of volunteers with differing interests in

Chippenham Station.

Why should you join FoCS?

Chippenham Station is a gateway to the town as
well as a hub for sustainable transport….

Join us to promote and improve!

New timetables

The new timetable is due to come into effect on 16th May. GWR booklets will be
available at the station as usual and will give mainline times as well as branch line times
to Westbury.

Swindon - Westbury train times are also given in the Transwilts timetable available from
FoCS and Transwilts. New leaflets are now being produced to publicise the line and
related leisure activities.

Don’t forget the Transwilts Live Departure App - download for FREE!

Network Rail is carrying out necessary renewal works at Bristol East Junction between
10th July and 3rd September. Main line rail services will be affected so please check your
journey times.

Subscriptions

Since the Covid19 lockdowns we have not been able to carry out any work at the station
and have not collected any subscriptions as our outlay has been negligible. Later in the
year, when we resume physical meetings and work, subscriptions will have to be
reinstated.

Events

Together with Chippenham Museum we have been working on a virtual
exhibition to celebrate the opening of the station on 31stMay 1841. This will
go live on the 31st May 2021 so please visit the museum virtually and look at
our show through the ‘chippenham.gov.uk’ website.
We hope to mount a physical exhibition later in the year in the Yelde Hall.



2021 Projects - The Station

Network Rail is currently installing a third lift on the north side of the new public
footbridge.

GWR design work on the improvements to the south side of the station is complete.

Part of the funding is in place for the defibrillator. GWR is sorting maintenance issues
so that all such machines on its stations can be covered together. As a defibrillator
has been provided on the Rotary Hall, Station Hill, we have decided it would be better
to place ours on the north side by the new lift where an electricity supply can be
provided as part of the lift works.

Red telephone box - ongoing but no further progress to report.

Platform planters - ongoing. We are currently trying to arrange the use of a store to
house what we need to maintain the planters. Timing of the installation will depend
on the lifting of Covid restrictions. And on volunteers coming forward so that we can
actually undertake this work.

Weighbridge office - ongoing. Scaffolding has been erected to support the front wall
of the structure. The shape of the roof line is not what it was. Network Rail is
negotiating to buy it back from The Arch Company but this is a slow process.

Email - gail-focs@transwilts.org

Phone - 07468 149788

FoCS is on Facebook


