Minutes of a meeting of the Strategy and Resources Committee held at the Town Hall, High Street, Chippenham on Wednesday 16 September 2009 at 7.00 pm.

PRESENT:
Councillor ACG Noblet (Chairman)

                   
Councillors Mrs DB Allen, Mrs SK Doubell, WJ Douglas, 
Mrs SA Gibson, JA Phillips, JR Scragg, Mrs JM Wood 
and WA Wood

ALSO

PRESENT: 
  Councillor DLB Powell
OFFICERS

PRESENT:
  Mr L Brown (Town Clerk)

                  
  Mr CNA Williams (Head of Support Services)

34. 

APOLOGIES

     

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs MF Lloyd,
     

 MAC Packard, BS Patterson and Mrs SE Oakes
35.

 DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillor Mrs DB Allen declared a personal interest in the matters referred to under Minute 42(f)/09 as Chairman of the Area Board of Wiltshire Council and took no part in any debate.

36.

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no written or verbal questions from any member of the public.

37. 

MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 24 June 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

38.

 MATTERS ARISING
     

There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda.

39. 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman pointed out that it was the birthday of
Councillor JR Scragg and all Members expressed their congratulations and good wishes to him.     

40. 

PERFORMANCE REVIEW SUB-COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 01 September 2009 having been proposed and duly seconded

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting be received and as far as necessary adopted.

41. 

MUSEUM AND HERITAGE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 08 September 2009 having been proposed and duly seconded

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting be received and as far as necessary adopted.

42.

 FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION

     

 (a)  
Accounts for Payment/Cheque Payment Audit    

In accordance with policy, schedules of payments randomly    selected by Councillors Mrs SA Gibson and Mrs M Pile were received and reported on. The audit trails and supporting evidence had been produced for the Members concerned (copy schedules in Minute Book)

RESOLVED that the favourable report by Councillor Mrs SA Gibson and Councillor Mrs M Pile be approved and adopted.  

(b) 
Expenditure
RESOLVED that expenditure for the following periods be approved:-

(i) 01 May – 31 May 2009 in the sum of £156,660.22 inc. VAT

(ii) 01 June – 30 June 2009 in the sum of £189,254.40 inc. VAT

(iii) 01 July – 31 July 2009 in the sum of £225,617.35 inc. VAT.

      

(c) 
Annual Governance Statement
Pursuant to Minute 26(c)/09, a revised Annual Governance Statement was presented which complied with all known legal and procedural requirements.

RESOLVED that the Statement as presented be approved and adopted with immediate effect.

   
   
(d) 
External Audit 2008/09
On receiving a schedule of Unadjusted Misstatements as identified by Messrs Mazars, the appointed Auditors (copy attached)

          


 RESOLVED that 

(i) The proposed adjustments, which were material to the Statement of Accounts, be approved for incorporation into it.

(ii) The Annual Governance Statement as approved under Minute 42(c)/09 above be incorporated into the Statement of accounts 2008/09.

(iii) The revised Statement of Accounts 2008/09 be signed by the Leader of the Council.

       

(e)
Hanging Baskets/Tubs

A Recommendation arising from Minute 16/09 of the meeting of Amenities Committee held on 08 July 2009 having been proposed and duly seconded

RESOLVED that the 20% discount introduced in 2009 for the sale of sponsored baskets and tubs be offered again in 2010.

Arising from the discussion on this item, it was agreed that this year’s hanging  baskets had been the best ever.

Prior to the next item, Councillor Mrs DB Allen declared a personal interest as referred to in Minute 35/09 above.

       

(f) 
Chippenham BMX/Trails 
A Recommendation arising from Minute 35/09 of the meeting of Amenities Committee held on 09 September 2009 was proposed and duly seconded.

A Question was then tabled regarding the construction standards of any track, the safe operation of it, the possible cost of any repairs/alterations, the safety and security of users and the costs of any insurance claims arising from usage.

An assurance was given that the construction standards of any track and the operation of it would be the responsibility of senior management. It would be subject to regular RoSPA inspections in common with other facilities and 

          


insurance cover would be extended to it.

           


After careful consideration of all the policy issues

          


 RESOLVED that
(i) Authority be delegated to the Amenities Committee for the arrangement of the BMX/Trails scheme at Stanley Park.

(ii) The location and installation of this facility be approved in principle, subject to high quality materials being used including the tarmacing, turfing and Mendip dusting of appropriate areas.

(iii) Approval be given to the ownership and maintenance of this facility by the Town Council and appropriate budget provision be made.

(iv) The submission of any application to the Local Planning 

Authority be made, and paid for, by the Town Council subject only to the user group preparing all plans and supporting documentation.

(v) It was noted that progress of this scheme was conditional on receiving the documentation for a planning application from the user group as referred to in (iv) above.

(vi) The BMX/Trails scheme be managed on the same basis as all other Town Council facilities, including in particular regular RoSPA inspections and appropriate insurance cover. 

43. 

MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY
On receiving a final draft of the Medium Term Financial Strategy (copy in Minute Book)

      


 RESOLVED that
(i) The Medium Term Financial Strategy as presented be approved and adopted in principle to underpin the budgetary process for 2010/11.

(ii) Final policy decisions on priorities, total overall budget and methods of funding be reserved and determined at a later date in the budgetary process.

(iii) Consideration be given to the provision of seating for public use in the areas of Cepen Park North and South.

44. 

DONATIONS 
On consideration of a report itemising requests for donations from organisations which met the current criteria (copy in Minute Book)

RESOLVED that the following donations be approved, the donations numbered   (i) and (ii) falling within Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:- 

 







 £
	(i)
	Bath & District Cruse Bereavement Care
	 200.00

	(ii)
	Dorothy House Hospice Care
	 936.00

	(iii)
	North Wilts Community Club
	 500.00

	(iv)
	Victim Support Wiltshire
	 469.00

	(v)
	Vitalise
	 200.00

	(vi)
	Chippenham Age Concern
	 180.00

	(vii)
	Chippenham Methodist Churches
Circuit Youth Club
	 100.00

	(viii)
	Chippenham Sea Cadets
	 500.00

	(ix)
	North Wilts Citizens Advice Bureau
	2000.00

	(x)
	Oasis Church Chippenham
	 500.00*

	
	
	5585.00


       

(* or such other less or sum equal to hall hire costs)

45. 
CODE OF CONDUCT 
On noting that a letter and leaflet regarding the above from Wiltshire Council had been previously circulated (copy in Minute Book)

     
RESOLVED that the information be received and noted.

46. 
NALC ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION: 04 & 05 SEPTEMBER   2009

Pursuant to Minute 30/09 a verbal report was received from Councillor JR Scragg regarding his attendance at the above on behalf of the Town Council.

      
The Conference was addressed by representatives of central government who 

      
spoke on the criteria for the creation of Town/Parish Councils as well as other 

     
national topics, and by representatives of other local authorities.

 RESOLVED that the report be received, noted and thanks recorded to                Councillor JR Scragg.

      
Arising from the discussion it was noted that representations had already been 

     
made to Wiltshire Council who currently claimed to provide “all services”.

47. 
TOWN PROMOTIONS & EVENTS AND CHIPPENHAM TOURIST 

      
INFORMATION CENTRE 
On receiving a report by the Tourism, Events and PR Manager (copy in Minute Book)

     
 RESOLVED that   
(i) Funding for Events be approved in the sum of £2500.00 as requested, and drawn from the appropriate Earmarked Fund.

(ii) The structure and content of the Christmas Lights Switch On Event be subject to an in depth review.

48.
 CHIPPENHAM AREA BOARD MEETING
      
RESOLVED that no additional items be put forward for consideration at the 

      
present time.
49. 
PRESS RELEASE

RESOLVED that a Press Release be issued regarding the approved awards from the Grants & Donations programme.

PART II

50.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items of business involve(s) the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by Part 1 of schedule 12A of the Act.

51. 
PERSONNEL SUB-COMMITTEE
      
The Minutes of the following meetings were proposed and duly seconded:-

· Thursday 02 July 2009

· Thursday 10 September 2009

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meetings be received and as far as necessary adopted.

  The meeting closed at 8.00 pm.

