Minutes of a meeting of the Strategy and Resources Committee held at the Town Hall, High Street, Chippenham on Wednesday 24 June 2009 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT: 
Councillor ACG Noblet (Chairman)

                   
Councillors Mrs DB Allen, Mrs SK Doubell, WJ Douglas,

       
Mrs SA Gibson, Mrs EA Kennedy, Mrs MF Lloyd, Mrs SE Oakes,

       
MAC Packard, BS Patterson and JA Phillips

ALSO


PRESENT: 
Councillors Mrs NM Phillips, Mrs M Pile and DLB Powell
OFFICERS

PRESENT:    Mr L Brown (Town Clerk)

                      Mr CNA Williams (Head of Support Services)

One member of the public was present

17. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors JR Scragg, 
Mrs JM Wood and WA Wood

18. DECLARATION OF INTEREST

No declaration of interest as defined by the Code of Conduct in the current approved Standing Orders was received.

19. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no written or verbal questions from any member of the public.

20. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13 May 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

21. MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda.

22. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
(i) The Chairman reported that the postponed meeting of the Personnel Sub-Committee would be held on Thursday 02 July 2009 at 6.00pm.

(ii) Congratulations were recorded to those Members who had been elected to serve on the new Wiltshire Council with effect from 04 June 2009.

(iii) It was confirmed that a training session for all Members would be scheduled for an evening in the week following Saturday 17 October 2009. The session would focus primarily on finance.

23. CIVIC AWARD WORKING PARTY
(a)
Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 31 March 2009 having been proposed and duly seconded

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting be received and as far as necessary adopted subject only to the Recommended items under Minutes 06 and 07.

(b)      Civic Award Scheme 2008
Recommendations arising from Minute 06 having been proposed and duly seconded

RESOLVED that

(i) Approval be given to nominations “B” and “C” as submitted and forwarded for final approval to the July meeting of the Town Council, when the names would be revealed. 

(ii) Expenditure be again authorised on a permanent marker to be presented with a Certificate, such marker to be broadly comparable in specification and price to that presented to the recipients of the Civic Award 2007.

(iii) The final specification of the marker to be at the discretion of the Mayor currently in office.

(c)
Review of Civic Award Scheme

                         A Recommendation arising from Minute 07 having been 

                         proposed and duly seconded

                         RESOLVED that

(i) A Civic Award Scheme be approved for the calendar year 2009, with any approved award being made at Civic Sunday 2010.

(ii) The Civic Award Scheme be notified by way of the usual public advertisement, Town Council notice boards and also the Town Council website.

24. PEFORMANCE REVIEW SUB-COMMITTEE 
The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 09 June 2009 having been proposed and duly seconded.
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting be received and as far as necessary adopted.

25. MUSEUM AND HERITAGE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 23 June 2009 having been proposed and duly seconded

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting be received and as far as necessary adopted.

26. FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION
(a)
Accounts for Payment/Cheque Payment Audit  

In accordance with policy, schedules of payments randomly selected by Councillor Miss FK Wilson and Councillor RHP Purdon were received and reported on. The audit trails and supporting evidence had been produced for the Members concerned (copy schedules in Minute Book)

             
Arising from a question from Councillor Mrs SK Doubell regarding 
the possible use of “red” diesel, it was agreed that a written reply would be given.

             RESOLVED that the favourable report by Councillor Miss FK Wilson and 

             Councillor RHP Purdon be approved and adopted.

(b)
Expenditure

             
RESOLVED that expenditure for the following periods be approved:-

(i) 01 March – 31 March 2009 in the sum of £399,022.06 inc. VAT.

(ii) 01 April – 30 April 2009 in the sum of £129,513.95 inc. VAT.

(c)
Statement of Accounts 2008/09
A report by the Head of Support Services was presented together with the enclosures referred to (copies in Minute Book):-

·       A Management Report on expenditure and income for the year                                                                                        

ended 31 March 2009

· Statement of Accounts in the statutory form for the year ended 31 March 2009, complying with all known requirements.

      It was noted that the external auditor scrutinised regularity, use of assets and  

      Corporate Governance

      RESOLVED that

(i) The Management Report on expenditure and income for the period ended 31 March 2009 as presented, be approved.

(ii) The Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2009 as presented be approved, subject only to certification following audit by Messrs Mazars, appointed auditors.

(iii) The availability of the 2008/09 accounts for public inspection in the period Monday 13 July to Friday 07 August, in compliance with statute, be noted.

(d) Internal Audit Report

On receiving the second annual audit report by the Internal Auditor (copy in Minute Book)

             RESOLVED that
(i) The report as submitted be received and noted.

(ii) The attached schedule of audits be approved.

27.
TOWN EXPANSION WORKING PARTY: TOWN BOUNDARY 
On noting that the North Wiltshire (Parishes) Order 2008 would stand as no consent had been given for a judicial review

RESOLVED that
(i) No nominations be made of Members to serve on the Town Expansion Working Party.

(ii) The following Members be invited to prepare a report on priorities for expenditure in those areas of Cepen Park which had been incorporated within the Town:-

· Councillor Mrs M Pile

· Councillor MC Coates

· Councillor BS Patterson

· Councillor TC Bate

(iii) Any other Member who wished to do so could contribute to the report.

(iv) The completed report be presented to a meeting of the Town Council in due course.  

28.
MEMBER AND EMPLOYEE PROTOCOL

             On receiving a proposed revised version of the above

             RESOLVED that this matter be referred to the Personnel Sub-Committee for 

             consideration and debate.

29.
TOWN PROMOTIONS & EVENTS AND CHIPPENHAM TOURIST 

       INFORMATION CENTRE

(a)
A report by the Tourism, Events and PR Manager was presented.

     
Arising from Member’s Questions it was confirmed that it was 

     
unlawful for any decision to be made on any financial matter unless   prior notice had been given on the relevant agenda.

It was noted that the above did not preclude any eligible organisation from applying for an award under the approved Grants and Donations scheme.

     
It was also noted that the next meeting of Amenities Committee would 

consider a report of an investigation into the condition of the                  Millennium Wall, although it was not owned or managed by the Town Council.

                       It was further noted that the policy regarding any event commemorating 

                       the tenth anniversary of the construction of the Millennium Wall would                          
                       be considered by the Strategy & Resources Committee, and that any  such event would need to be held before the end of the Academic Year 2009/10. 

    RESOLVED that

(i) The report of the Tourism, Events & PR Manager be received and noted.

(ii) Approval be given to expenditure in the sum of £200.00 to sponsor the Dragon Boat Race to be held as part of the Chippenham River Festival in August 2009.

(b)
Pursuant to Minute 103/08 the annual report of the Tourism, Events and PR Manager was received

              RESOLVED that the report be referred to the Performance Review 

              Sub-Committee.

30.
 NALC ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION: 4&5 SEPTEMBER    2009 – LONDON 

RESOLVED that Councillor JR Scragg and Councillor Mrs EA Kennedy

             represent the Town Council at the above on an “approved duty” basis.

31.
 CHIPPENHAM AREA BOARD MEETINGS

On noting the confirmed dates for future meetings:-

· Monday 29 June 2009

· Monday 14 September 2009

· Monday 02 November 2009

· Monday 11 January 2010

· Monday 01 March 2010

RESOLVED that no additional items be put forward at the present time.

32.
 PARKING
Pursuant to a question from Councillor Mrs SK Doubell, it was noted that free car parking continued to be available at Westmead Playing Field for Members attending the Town Hall for any “approved duty” during normal working hours.

On consideration of possible alternative methods to provide free car parking for Members

RESOLVED that

(i) An investigation be carried out into a scheme of “parking vouchers”, or similar, for use in public car parks and which could be collected from the Town Hall when required.

(ii) Any possible scheme to be conditional on there being no costs arising which would have to be met at public expense.

33.   PRESS RELEASE
RESOLVED that no formal Press Release be issued, and the Minutes made available in the usual way.

The meeting closed at 8.20 pm.
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