Minutes of a meeting of the Chippenham Town Museum & Heritage Management Committee                held in the Education Room at the Museum & Heritage Centre, Market Place, Chippenham on Tuesday                      8th September 2009 at 10.00 a.m.

PRESENT: 
Councillor Mrs JM Wood (Chairman)


Councillors RHP Purdon, JR Scragg and WA Wood

OFFICERS

PRESENT:
Mr L Brown (Town Clerk)


Mr M Stone (Manager/Curator)


Mr P Connell (Assistant Curator)

18.
APOLOGIES



Apologies for absence were received from Councillors ACG Noblet and Mrs SE Oakes.
19.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

No Declaration of Interest as defined by the Code of Conduct in the current approved Standing Orders was received.

20.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


There were no written or verbal questions from the public.
21.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING


The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 23rd June 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman (copy previously circulated).

22.
MATTERS ARISING


There were no matters arising.
23.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman announced that in March 2010 the Chippenham Museum & Heritage Centre would be celebrating its 10th Anniversary.  Appropriate events are currently being planned.
24.
CURRENT PERFORMANCE


The Committee received the forty-eighth Performance Report of the Chippenham Museum & Heritage Centre from the Curator (copy in Minute Book).


RESOLVED that the Report be noted.
25.
EDUCATION REPORT 


Members receive a written performance report on the Education Service from the Assistant Curator (copy in Minute Book).

Members were informed that during the summer holiday activity sessions people were booking sessions on the courses and not attending, whilst other people who wished to attend could not do so as the sessions were recorded as being full.  This was causing disappointment to museum staff and members of the community.  


There was a short discussion over the possible methods of addressing this.  It was suggested to trial a scheme of requesting a £5 refundable deposit for anyone pre-booking a place on museum activities.  This to be trialled for one year.

RESOLVED that the Report be noted and the above refundable deposit be approved.
26.
REPORT ON THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ITEMS TO THE COLLECTION


The Committee received a verbal report from the Assistant Curator on new acquisitions and noted that since the last meeting there had been 15 new acquisitions.

RESOLVED that the above be noted.
27.
COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT PLAN

The Committee received an updated report on the above from the Assistant Curator (copy in 

Minute Book).

The Chairman congratulated the Assistant Curator and his team of volunteers for their 

commitment to the Collections Audit which was nearing completion.


RESOVLED that the above be noted.

28.

ACCREDITATION

Members received a verbal report from the Assistant Curator regarding the above.  

It was noted that the Museum Accreditation Application had been submitted to Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA).  Some questions had been asked by MLA and extra information provided.  The application would be presented to the November Accreditation Panel.
RESOLVED that the Report be noted.

29.
PRESS RELEASE


RESOLVED that no formal press release be issued.
The meeting concluded at 11.05 a.m. 
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