Minutes of a meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Hall, High Street, Chippenham on Wednesday 22 July 2009 at 7.00 pm.

PRESENT:  
Councillor Mrs SA Gibson (in the Chair)

                    
Councillors TC Bate, MC Coates, Mrs SK Doubell, R Jones, 



Mrs MF Lloyd, ACG Noblet, Mrs SE Oakes, BS Patterson, 



JA Phillips, Mrs NM Phillips, Mrs M Pile, RHP Purdon, 



JR Scragg, Mrs ME Stickland, Ms S Veitch and Ms FK Wilson

OFFICERS

PRESENT:  
Mr L Brown (Town Clerk)

                    
Mr CNA Williams (Head of Support Services)

                    
Mr R Lane (Head of Service Delivery)

                    
Mrs SL Moreton (P.A to Town Clerk)

PUBLIC

PRESENT: 
Mr B Logan 5 Robins Close, Chippenham, SN14 6XU

                   
Mrs M Logan 5 Robins Close, Chippenham, SN14 6XU

                   
Mr M Toomer 10 Sandpiper Gardens, Chippenham, SN14 6YH

                   
Mr B Burbidge 8 Chevral Close, Chippenham, SN14 6QS

                   
There were 5 other members of the public present

                   
The Town Mayor extended a warm welcome to all the public present 


and invited them to pose questions at the appropriate point on the agenda.

8. 
APOLOGIES
   
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs DB Allen, PR Darby, 


WJ Douglas, Mrs EA Kennedy, MAC Packard, DLB Powell, Mrs JM Wood and 

WA Wood.

9. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

   
No declaration of interest as defined by the Code of Conduct in the current 

   
approved Standing Orders was received.

10. 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

(i) 
Mr B Logan asked whether there could be a phased increase in 
additional Council Tax payable in those areas incorporated into the 
Town with effect from 01 April 2009.


In response it was pointed out that this would be unlawful as current 
legislation did not permit differential taxation between different areas of the 
same Town, even if the Town Council approved such a policy.

(ii) 
Mrs M Logan asked for confirmation of any proposals for expenditure 
by the Town Council in the areas of Cepen Park North and South, and 
what efforts had been made to consult the residents.

          
Councillor ACG Noblet, Leader of the Town Council, pointed out that 

it had not been empowered to spend public money in those areas 


immediately on 01 April 2009, due to the possibility of a  Judicial 


Review sought by Chippenham Without Parish Council.

          
Once leave for a Judicial Review had been turned down, the Members 

who had joined the Town Council on 01 April 2009 to represent those 

areas had been requested to prepare a report on proposed priorities for 

expenditure.

          
Meanwhile the sum of £100,000 had been included in the 2009/10 


budget, although it was only fair to point out that if the residents 


successfully petitioned for their own Parish Council this would create a 

legal difficulty over the expenditure of public money by the Town 


Council in those areas. 

          
Regarding consultation with residents about the change, this had been 

          
carried out by the former North Wiltshire District Council as required 

by law, and the Town Council had assisted by circulation of the “Talk 

of the Town” newsletter to all the households concerned. 

(iii) 
Mr M Toogood sought clarification over why the Town Council had 
not been better represented at the public meeting held on Friday 


17 July 2009 at Hardenhuish School.

            
Councillor ACG Noblet confirmed that the Town Council had been 

            
represented by the Members for the areas concerned, together with 


other Members, and regretted that both he and the Deputy Leader had 

been unavailable to attend.

(iv) 
Mr B Burbidge asked whether the Town Council appreciated the effect 
of the Council Tax increase on the residents concerned and was given 
an assurance that this had been fully understood.


In conclusion the Town Mayor confirmed that anyone with any question on 
Town Council policy should submit it in writing to the Town Clerk at the 
Town Hall, when a considered reply would be given.

11. 
MINUTES
(i) 
The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on Wednesday 


29 April 2009 were received for information.

(ii) 
The Minutes of the following meetings were approved as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman:-

· Wednesday 29 April 2009

· Thursday 07 May 2009 (Annual Meeting).

12.
MATTERS ARISING

      
There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda.

13.
 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i) 
The Town Mayor distributed a leaflet from Swan Advocacy Network, 
a charity providing an independent advocacy service for adults in 
Wiltshire.

(ii) 
The Town Mayor expressed concern that Snapdragons nursery had 
been served Notice to Quit by its Landlord from premises at Wiltshire 
College, and requested that the appropriate committee consider these 
concerns.

14. 
NOTICES OF MOTION
(i) 
Notices of Motion, submitted by Councillor Mrs SA Gibson under 
Standing Order 27, were both withdrawn by the proposer.

(ii) 
A Notice of Motion, submitted by Councillor MAC Packard under 
Standing Order 27, was withdrawn with the consent of the proposer in 

            absentia.

15.
COMMITTEE MINUTES

     
(a) 
Strategy and Resources Committee
          

The Minutes of the following meetings having been proposed and duly 

          

seconded:-

· Wednesday 13 May 2009

· Wednesday 24 June 2009

                       RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meetings be received and as far as 

                       necessary adopted.                     

      
(b) 
Amenities Committee
           

The Minutes of the following meetings having been proposed and duly 

           

seconded:-

· Wednesday 13 May 2009

· Wednesday 08 July 2009

            RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meetings be received and as far as 

            necessary adopted.

(c) Planning & Environment Committee   


The Minutes of the following meetings having been proposed and duly 
seconded:-

· Thursday 14 May 2009

· Wednesday 03 June 2009

· Thursday 25 June 2009

· Thursday 16 July 2009

                        RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meetings be received and as far as 

                        necessary adopted.

16. 
RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR
      
It was noted that Councillor M/s J Whincup had resigned with effect from 
Friday 03 July 2009 and a Casual Vacancy had been notified.

17. 
COMMITTEE SELECTION

      
Nominations having been proposed and duly seconded, and there being no 
other nominations

      
RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs DB Allen and Councillor JA Phillips be 

      
appointed to the Planning & Environment Committee for the remainder of the 

      
current Municipal Year.

18.
CIVIC AWARD SCHEME

     
Pursuant to Minute 23/09 of the Strategy and Resources Committee

     
RESOLVED that

     
(i)  
Nominations be confirmed for the following for Civic Awards for 

     

the calendar year 2007:-

          

Mrs Mary Humphries: organiser for the River House Day Centre

          

Mrs Joy Weston: active member of Hospital League of Friends.


(ii)
The presentation of these Civic Awards on Civic Sunday, 06 


September 2009, be noted

19. 
CHIPPENHAM AREA BOARD
     
Nominations for a representative and deputy having been proposed and duly 

     
seconded, and there being no other nominations

   
RESOLVED that

(i) 
Councillor ACG Noblet be appointed to serve as the Town Council’s 

            
representative for the remainder of the current Municipal Year.

(ii) Councillor JR Scragg be appointed to serve as substitute for the 
remainder of the current Municipal Year.

20. 
WASTE NOT WANT NOT RECYCLING PROJECT
     
It was reported that Councillor WJ Douglas was unable to continue his 

     
appointment to serve as the Town Council’s representative on the above         

     
(Min. 80/08) and that Councillor Mrs EA Kennedy was already a Trustee.

    
A nomination having been proposed and duly seconded, and there being no 
other nomination

   
RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs NM Phillips be appointed to serve as the 
Town Council’s representative for the remainder of the current Municipal Year.

21.
 CHIPPENHAM VISION GROUP

    
Nominations for a representative and deputy having been proposed and duly 

    
seconded, and there being no other nominations 

    
RESOLVED that
(i) 
Councillor ACG Noblet be appointed to serve as the Town Council’s 

            
representative for the remainder of the current Municipal Year.

(ii) Councillor JR Scragg be appointed to serve as substitute for the 
remainder of the current Municipal Year.

22. 
PRESS RELEASE
     
RESOLVED that a Press Release be issued regarding the Civic Awards 

     
to Mrs Mary Humphreys and Mrs Joy Weston 

The meeting closed at 7.30 pm.
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