Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Town Hall, High Street, Chippenham on Wednesday 08 July 2009 at 7.00pm
PRESENT: 
Councillor Mrs SK Doubell (Chairman)

Councillors Mrs DB Allen, TC Bate, 
R Jones,  Mrs MF Lloyd, ACG Noblet, Mrs NM Phillips,
DLB Powell, RHP Purdon, Mrs ME Stickland and Mrs JM Wood

ALSO

Councillors M Coates, MAC Packard, JA Phillips and
PRESENT:
JR Scragg
PUBLIC
Mrs Ann Bird – Secretary, Chippenham Garden & Allotment Society.

PRESENT:
Mr David Love – Membership Secretary, Chippenham Garden &

                        Allotment Society.



Mr John Doubell


OFFICERS
Mr Ray Lane (Head of Service Delivery)

PRESENT:
Mrs Allison Davis (Halls Co-ordinator)

10.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors PR Darby, Mrs SE Gibson and Mrs SE Oakes.
11.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillor DLB Powell declared a personal interest in the matters referred to in Minute 18/09 as an allotment plot holder and took no part in any discussion or voting.
12.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no written or verbal questions from any member of the public.

13.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13 May 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
14.
MATTERS ARISING


There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
15.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman reported that a letter had been received from the Trefoil Guild requesting the Town Council include the planting of a flower bed design in celebration of the 100 year anniversary of their organisation in 2010.
It was agreed that a report would be presented to the next meeting detailing financial and operational implications. 
16.
CAPITAL PROGRAMME, PROJECTS & ACHIEVEMENTS 2009/10


Members considered the report from the Head of Service Delivery (copy in Minute Book) 
RESOLVED  that 

(i) The budget status report be noted.
(ii)
London Road Cemetery report be noted.

(iii) John Coles Park MUGA report be noted.
(iv) Stainers Way Play Area report be noted and that the current ownership 


and future of Goodwood Way play area be investigated and reported to a 
         future meeting.

(v) Allotment development report be noted and that the committees formal 

thanks to David Love for his dedicated work in working towards 

increased provision be recorded.

(vi)
Automatic toilet report be noted.

(vii) The sponsored hanging basket, tubs and beds display report be noted and 


that a recommendation be made to the Strategy and Resources  



Committee that the 20% discount introduced in 2009 be promoted again 


next year for the sale of sponsored baskets and tubs to sponsors.
A formal letter of thanks be sent on behalf of the Chairman and Committee to the Team Leader and staff  responsible for this years displays which are considered to be the best Chippenham had ever produced.

(viii) The town bench report be noted.

(ix) The town furniture refurbishment report be noted.

(x) The youth facilities report be noted and it be recommended to the 


Strategy and Resources Committee that in line with the Town Councils 
          policy in providing youth facilities for the community that budget 
          provision be made in 2010/11 for the development of a MUGA end and 
          youth shelter at Little Battens play area.

(xi)
The report on proposed traffic measures in the Market Place be noted.

17.
TOWN & NEELD HALLS OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT REPORT


On receiving a report by the Halls Co-ordinator (copy in Minute Book)


RESOLVED that the report be noted and that the owners of Borough Parade be formally contacted  to ascertain the feasibility of acquisition of the Neeld Hall courtyard for the Town Council. 
Prior to consideration of the next item Councillor DLB Powell declared a personal interest as stated in Minute 11/09 above.

18.
ALLOTMENT RENT/MANAGEMENT FEE – IMPLEMENTING THE BUDGET


Members considered the report from the Head of Service Delivery (copy in Minute Book)


RESOLVED that



(i)
The Chippenham Garden & Allotment Society as agent for the Town Council serves notice of rent review on all allotment holders before 29 September 2009 for a rent review effective from 29 September 2010.


(ii)
That the rent payable from 29 September 2010 be not less that £5.00 per lug.



(iii)
That the payment of the management fee be increased by the level of increase per lug of 3%.

19.
MEMBERS FACILITY TOUR


Members considered the report from the Head of Service Delivery (copy in Minute Book)



RESOLVED that 

(i) 
Lunch and transport be provided for those attending.
(ii) 
All Members of the Council be invited to attend.
(iii)  
The Facilities Tour be held on Wednesday 05 August 2009.

20.
JOHN DEERE TRACTOR TENDER



Members considered the report of the Head of Service Delivery (copy in 

            Minute Book)


RESOLVED that the tender from Frank Sutton Ltd to the value of £19,281.00 be approved and that an order be expedited in accordance with Financial Regulations/Standing Orders and the procurement strategy.

21.
MILLENNIUM WALL



On receiving a report from the Head of Service Delivery (copy in Minute Book)



Members considered the options and after careful consideration



RECOMMEND to Strategy and Resources Committee that

(i) Chippenham Town Council seek ownership and declare responsibility for the wall.

(ii) A revenue budget sufficient to carry out the refurbishment works be established.

(iii) Chippenham Borough Lands Charity be requested to provide a replacement commemorative sign.

(iv) Refurbishment works be conducted as soon as practicable should approval of budget and ownership be established.

22.
REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES



Pursuant to a request for a Member of the Committee to represent the Council at meetings of the Chippenham Trails Group 
RESOLVED that Councillor DLB Powell be the representative at meetings of the Chippenham Trails Group.
23.
COMMUNITY FUN DAY



Members considered a request for a community fun day to be held at Pewsham Park Play Area on Monday 31st August 2009 (Copy in minute book).



RESOLVED that 


The fun day be approved subject to there being no gate/entrance fee to the 


event and that Town Council conditions of use for its community facilities and 

land be agreed with the event organisers.
24.
PRESS RELEASE



RESOLVED that no specific Press Release be issued, and the Minutes be made available in the usual way.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

