Minutes of a meeting of the Chippenham Town Museum & Heritage Management Committee held in the Education Room at the Museum & Heritage Centre, Market Place, Chippenham on Tuesday 30th November 2010 at 10.00 a.m.

PRESENT:   
Councillor Mrs JM Wood (Chairman)



Councillors ACG Noblet, MAC Packard and RHP Purdon 
OFFICERS

PRESENT:
Mrs S Wilthew (Clerk & Chief Executive)


Mrs M Barnett (Curator/Manager)



Mr P Connell (Assistant Curator)

29.
APOLOGIES



There were apologies for absence from Councillors Mrs LK André, Mrs SA Gibson 
and WA Wood.
30.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

No Declaration of Interest as defined by the Code of Conduct in the current approved Standing Orders was received.
31.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


There were no written or verbal questions from the public.
32.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING


The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 7th September 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

33.
MATTERS ARISING


There were no matters arising.
34.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman complemented the Museum staff on the recent programme of exhibitions, particularly “The Great War – Chippenham Soldiers” exhibition produced by Mr Richard Broadhead.
35.
CURRENT PERFORMANCE


The Committee received the fifty-third Performance Report of the Chippenham Museum & Heritage Centre from the Curator/Manager (copy in Minute Book).

Arising from the discussion on the Report:-
· The Curator/Manager highlighted that the visitor figures were up by over a thousand for the same period this year.  This was attributed to a greater take up of the educational service due to the publication of a school sessions booklet; plus a very busy and successful exhibition and events programme including the Market Towns Forum and Children’s “Coat of Arms” Competition/Exhibition in the Neeld Hall.
· Members discussed how to improve the entrance and the accessibility of the Museum from the High Street.  This included the relocation of the telephone box to the Bus Station and the proposed transfer of the Tourist Information Centre to another site.  

· The Curator/Manager presented proposals for the future re-display and re-organisation of the Museum display area. Members discussed this and mentioned further possible actions that had been mentioned to them by the Civic Society, specifically moving the telephone box by the front door.
· The Assistant Curator reported that at previous meetings there had been possible ideas presented to develop the Museum into adjacent areas.  The Curator/Manager to meet with the Clerk & Chief Executive and TIC Manager to progress this.
· Following a short discussion it was agreed that the Curator/Manager compile a report for the next Committee meeting relating to the proposal to establish a “Friends of the Museum” group.


RESOLVED that the Report be noted

36.
EDUCATION REPORT 


Members receive a written performance report on the Education Service from the Assistant Curator (copy in Minute Book).

The Assistant Curator reported that the local MP for Chippenham, Duncan Hames, had visited the Museum twice in recent months and was very impressed with the work being carried out with local schools and the local community.


RESOLVED that the Report be noted.
37.
REPORT ON THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ITEMS TO THE COLLECTION


The Committee received a verbal report from the Assistant Curator on new acquisitions. Since the last meeting there had been 23 new accessions comprising 246 objects.  

The Assistant Curator presented to Members of the Committee three recent acquisitions; a set of tailoring shears, originating from Hetherington’s, a framed print of a local cinema and photographs from a photograph album compiled by a nurse at the Neeld Hall Red Cross Hospital during World War I.

RESOLVED that the above be noted.
38.
COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT REPORT

Members received an updated report on the above from the Assistant Curator (copy in Minute Book).
RESOLVED that the above be noted.
39.
PRESS RELEASE


RESOLVED that no formal press release be issued.
The meeting concluded at 11.30 a.m. 
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