Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Town Hall, High Street, Chippenham on Wednesday 17 November 2010 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT: 	Councillors Mrs SA Gibson (Chairman) 
                   	Councillors Mrs LK André, TC Bate, R Jones, Mrs MF Lloyd, DLB Powell,  
                   	Mrs M Pile, RHP Purdon, Mrs ME Strickland

ALSO 
PRESENT: 	Councillors JA Phillips and Mrs NM Phillips

PUBLIC
PRESENT: 	Mr Adrian Dorney, Chairman, Chippenham Garden & Allotment Society
                     	Mr David Love, Membership Secretary, Chippenham Garden & Allotment Society 
                     	Mrs Anne Bird, General Secretary, Chippenham Garden & Allotment Society

OFFICERS
PRESENT: 	Mrs Sue Wilthew (Clerk and Chief Executive)
                     	Mr Chris Williams (Head of Support Services)
                     	Mr Adrian Jones (Head of Service Delivery)
                     	Mrs Victoria Lowkis (Halls Coordinator)


24. 	APOLOGIES

      	Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs SE Oakes, 
	Mrs EA Kennedy and BS Patterson.

25. 	DECLARATION OF INTEREST

      	Councillor DLB Powell declared a personal interest in the matters referred to in 	Minute 35 as an allotment holder and took no part in any discussion.

26. 	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

       	In response to a question from Mr David Love of the Chippenham Garden and 	Allotment Society regarding the Town Council’s progress in acquiring additional land 	for the purpose of allotments, the Head of Support Services responded that Officers 	had recently met a representative of Wiltshire Council and the matter was being 	actively pursued, although a number of complex issues remained to be resolved 	before the matter could be considered formally.  

27. 	MINUTES

       	The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 07 July 2010 were approved as a true 
        	record and signed by the Chairman.

28.  	MATTERS ARISING

       	There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.

29.  	CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

       	The Chairman welcomed both Mrs Sue Wilthew, Clerk and Chief Executive and 
	Mr Adrian Jones, Head of Service Delivery who were both attending their first 	Amenities Committee Meeting having both started in post on 01 November 2010.

30. 	PROPOSED BUDGET 2011/2012: PROPOSED REVENUE AND CAPITAL 
        	BUDGETS AND ANNUAL REVIEW OF FEES AND CHARGES

        	A joint report by the Head of Support Services and the Head of Service Delivery was 
        	presented (copy in Minute Book). 

         	After taking Members’ Questions to scrutinise aspects of the proposed budgets it was

         	RECOMMENDED that:

         	(i) 	The proposed Fees and Charges for 2011/12 included as Appendix I to these 
              	Minutes be forwarded for approval to Strategy and Resources Committee at its 
              	 meeting on 15th December 2010

          	(ii) 	The proposed Revenue Budget for 2011/12 included as Appendix II to these 
                	Minutes is forwarded for approval to Strategy and Resources Committee at its 
               	 meeting on 15th December 2010

           	(iii) 	The proposed Capital Budget for 2011/12 included as Appendix III to these 
                   	Minutes is forwarded for approval to Strategy and Resources Committee at its 
                    	meeting on 15th December 2010

31. 	CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2010/11

	On receiving a report by the Head of Service Delivery (copy in Minute Book) it was  
confirmed that the refurbishment work to the Tennis Courts at John Coles Park was  nearing completion, as was the extension at London Road Cemetery.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.

32.		PROJECTS & ACHIEVEMENTS 2010/11

On receiving a report by the Head of Service Delivery (copy in Minute Book) Members were updated on key milestones in the year so far.

· London Road Cemetery Extension 

	RESOLVED  that the report be noted

· London Road Foul Sewer

	RESOLVED that the report be noted


· Allotments

	RESOLVED that the report be noted

· Town Centre

RESOLVED that the report be noted

· Little Battens Play Area and Open Space

The Head of Service Delivery stated that Westlea Housing had undertaken some consultation work with young people who had expressed a keen desire for a Multi Use Games Area and other ‘play’ equipment suitable for young people to be provided in the Little Battens open space. A meeting had been arranged between Officers of this Council, Westlea and Wiltshire Council to explore this potential project further.

RESOLVED that the report be noted and a further report be brought to a future meeting.

33. 			VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT: PROPOSED PURCHASE OF REPLACEMENT 	VAN

      A joint report by the Head of Service Delivery and Head of Support Services was 
      presented (copy in Minute Book). Tenders for a replacement Ford Transit Van 
      had been sought and opened by Members on 09 November 2010. 

      RESOLVED that

(i) The tender from Edwards Ford for the sum of £16,560 plus VAT be accepted as providing the best value for money

(ii) The purchase of the above vehicle from the existing Earmarked Fund for Vehicle Replacement be approved

(iii) The existing vehicle (T728 WAM) be disposed of by auction or by private sale at the discretion of the Head of Service Delivery, subject to no advertising costs being incurred.

34. 	MEMBERS FACILITY TOUR

    RESOLVED that a tour of all facilities be arranged in Spring 2011 on a date to be 
    agreed by the Chairman and the Head of Service Delivery and that all Members of 
    the Town Council be invited to attend.

Prior to consideration of the next item, Councillor DLB Powell declared a personal interest as recorded in Minute 25 above



35.		ALLOTMENT RENT/MANAGEMENT FEE – IMPLEMENTING THE 
     	BUDGET

RESOLVED  that the Members of the approved Working Group convene on a date to be agreed to consider a comprehensive review of the existing management agreement 
and fee level.

36. 	TOWN MARKET

RESOLVED that Officers be authorised to carry out an in-depth study on options for the future management and present a report to the appropriate Committee in due course.

37.   	TOWN & NEELD HALLS OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT REPORT

On consideration of a report by the Halls Co-ordinator (copy in Minute Book) congratulations were recorded on the level of income and number of bookings being achieved.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.

38. 	PRESS RELEASE

RESOLVED that no formal Press Release be issued and the Minutes be made available in the usual way.


The meeting closed at 7.40pm.
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