Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Town Hall, High Street, Chippenham on Wednesday 7th July 2010.

PRESENT: 	Councillor R Jones (in the Chair)
		Councillors Mrs DB Allen, TC Bate, PR Darby, Mrs EA Kennedy, 
		Mrs MF Lloyd, Mrs SE Oakes, BS Patterson, Mrs M Pile, DLB Powell 
		and RHP Purdon
		
ALSO		
PRESENT:	Councillors Mrs LK André and MAC Packard

PUBLIC	
PRESENT:      Mr David Love, Membership Secretary of the Chippenham Garden and Allotment 		Society
		Mrs Anne Bird, Secretary of the Chippenham Garden and Allotment Society
				 
OFFICERS	Mr Ray Lane (Head of Service Delivery)
PRESENT:	Mrs Victoria Lowkis (Halls Co-ordinator)

10.	APOLOGIES

There were apologies for absence from Councillors Mrs SA Gibson, Mrs LS Roberts-Rance and Mrs ME Stickland.

11.	DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr DLB Powell declared a personal interest in the matters referred to in Minute 18 and took no part in any voting.

12.	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

            Mr David Love of the Chippenham and Garden Allotment Society requested to speak and 	was invited by the Chairman to speak on the matters referred to in Minute 18/10.
            
13.	MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 19th May 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

14.	MATTERS ARISING

		There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.

15.	CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(i)   The Chairman informed members that this would be the last meeting of the Amenities Committee that the Head of Service Delivery would attend as he was leaving to take up the post of Town Clerk at Saltash Town Council.

The Chairman and Members thanked him for his dedicated work and commitment during his time at the Town Council and conveyed their best wishes for his future at Saltash.

(ii)   The Chairman extended thanks, both personally and on behalf of the Committee, to the previous Chairman Cllr Mrs Sylvia Doubell and Vice-Chairman Cllr Paul Darby for their work during the previous year.

(iii)    The Chairman welcomed newly elected Cllr Mrs Lyn André to the meeting.

 16.      CAPITAL PROGRAMME, PROJECTS & ACHIEVEMENTS 2010/11

	Members considered the report from the Head of Service Delivery (copy in Minute Book).

(i) Capital Programme
	 
	RESOLVED  that the report be noted

(ii) London Road Cemetery Extension 

	RESOLVED  that the report be noted

(iii) London Road Foul Sewer

	RESOLVED  that the report be noted

(iv) Allotments

         Councillor DLB Powell informed members that he had received information that Westlea Housing Association had now commissioned Wiltshire Wildlife to act on their behalf in the pursuance of allotment provision.  An outcome to this arrangement and results is awaited.

         RESOLVED that the report and Councillor  DLB Powell’s update be noted

(v) Chippenham BMX Trails and Track

         RESOLVED that the report be noted

(vi) Town Centre

         RESOLVED that the report be noted

(vii) Market Extension
 
         RESOLVED that the report be noted

(viii) Cepen Park

         RESOLVED that the report be noted



(ix) Millenium Wall

         RESOLVED that the report be noted

17.     TOWN & NEELD HALLS OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT REPORT 

          Members considered the report of the Halls Co-ordinator (copy in Minute Book)

          RESOLVED that the report be noted.

Prior to the next item Councillor DLB Powell declared a personal interest as stated in Minute
11 above.
        
18.       ALLOTMENT RENT/MANAGEMENT FEE – IMPLEMENTING THE BUDGET

            Members considered the report of the Head of Service Delivery (copy in Minute Book)

            Mr David Love addressed the committee requesting that the level of management fee to be 
            paid as recommended in the report be reconsidered as it was felt by the Chippenham Garden 
           	& Allotment Society that it did not reflect the work carried out by them in real terms.

            RESOLVED that

1. The Chippenham Garden & Allotment Society as agent for the Town Council serves 		notice of rent review on all allotment holders before 29 September 2010 for a rent 		review effective from 29 September 2011.

1.  	The rent payable from 29 September 2011 be not less than £5.10 per lug.

1.   	A review take place of the management agreement and fee level. 

1. 	A Working Group be established to conduct (iii) above consisting of Councillors 
		 R Jones, Mrs MF Lloyd and Mrs EA Kennedy.

19.      MEMBERS FACILITY TOUR

           Members considered a report of the Head of Service Delivery (copy in Minute Book).

           RESOLVED that

1.  Lunch and transport be provided for those attending.

1. All Members of the Council be invited to attend.

1. The tour date be deferred for decision at the next meeting in order that the Chairman 	of Amenities and the incoming Head of Service Delivery may determine the date of 	the tour to include the attendance of the new Clerk and Chief Executive.
20.          ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

               Members considered an interim report from the Head of Service Delivery and the Head of
               Support Services (copy in Minute Book).

               RESOLVED that in view of the policy implications of any report on climate change 		which may be submitted, no further management time is allocated to the preparation of it 	until after the senior management team has been reconstituted. 

21.          JOHN COLES PARK: REFRESHMENT FACILITIES

               Members considered an interim report from the Head of Service Delivery and the Head of
               Support Services (copy in Minute Book).

               RESOLVED that

(i) 	A full report on proposals to improve refreshment facilities at John Coles Park is 	presented following the appointment of a Head of Service Delivery.

(ii) The sum of £10,000 included in the approved budget for Amenities Committee to 	improve refreshment facilities in John Coles Park is included in an Earmarked Fund 	on the closure of the 2010/11 accounts.   

22.     	JOHN COLES PARK:   TENNIS COURT REFURBISHMENT TENDER

          	Members considered a report of the Head of Service Delivery (copy in Minute Book).

		RESOLVED that

1. 	Approval be given to the tender received from Courtstall Services in the value of 	£36,965 and that an order be placed in accordance with financial 	regulations/standing orders and the procurement strategy.

            	RECOMMENDED that

1. The sum of £3,965.00 be drawn from balances and/or under spending to enable 	refurbishment works to take place in October 2010.

23.  	PRESS RELEASE

       	RESOLVED that no formal Press Release by issued and the minutes made available in the
       	usual way.

      

The meeting closed at 7.30 pm.
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