Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Town Hall, High Street, Chippenham on Wednesday 19 May 2010 on the rising of Strategy and Resources Committee
PRESENT: 	Councillors Mrs DB Allen, PR Darby, Mrs SA Gibson, R Jones, 
		Mrs SE Oakes, Mrs M Pile, DLB Powell, RHP Purdon, 
		Mrs LS Roberts-Rance and Mrs SE Stickland

ALSO
PRESENT: 	Councillors MC Coates, ACG Noblet, JA Phillips, 
		Mrs NM Phillips, JR Scragg, Mrs JM Wood and WA Wood

PUBLIC
PRESENT:  	Mr David Love, Membership Secretary plus two other representatives of Chippenham 			Garden & Allotment Society  
                    	
OFFICERS
PRESENT:   	Mr CNA Williams (Head of Support Services)
                     	Mr R Lane (Head of Service Delivery)

Prior to the meeting starting, Councillor Mrs SE Oakes, Town Mayor, said that the order of the agenda would be varied so that Public Question time would be taken after Election of Vice-Chairman.

1. APOLOGIES 

   	Apologies for absence were received from Councillors TC Bate, Mrs EA Kennedy, 
	Mrs MF Lloyd and BS Patterson.

2. 	DECLARATION OF INTEREST  

    	No declaration of interest as defined by the Code of Conduct in the current approved 
   	Standing Orders was received.

3. 	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

    	In accordance with Standing Order 51, the Mayor, Councillor Mrs SE Oakes took the 
    	Chair and invited nominations for the post of Chairman of Amenities Committee for
    	the ensuing Municipal Year.

   	Councillor Mrs SA Gibson was proposed and duly seconded and there were no other 
   	nominations

   	RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs SA Gibson be appointed Chairman of Amenities 
  	Committee for the ensuing municipal year.


4. 	ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

    	Councillor R Jones was proposed and duly seconded and there were no other 	nominations

    	RESOLVED that Councillor R Jones be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Amenities    
   	Committee for the ensuing municipal year.

5. 	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

    	Mr David Love, on behalf of the Chippenham Garden & Allotment Society, requested 	an update on progress towards acquisition of a further site by the Town Council, and 	whether Compulsory Purchase powers could be used by the Town Council.

   	In answer to the above, Mr Love was assured that Compulsory Purchase powers were 	not available to Town/Parish Councils. Despite this intensive efforts were continuing 	by both Members and Officers to find a suitable site, and there was at least one 	possibility.

   	It was noted that a previously considered site at Lords mead, Chippenham did not 	meet the requirements of the Chippenham Garden & Allotment Society.

6. 	MINUTES

   	The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17 March 2010 were approved as a 	correct record and signed by the Chairman.

7. 	MATTERS ARISING  

    	Environmental Matters

    	Arising from Minute 62/09, it was confirmed that research was ongoing into relevant legislation and an interim report would be presented to Amenities Committee on Wednesday 07 July 2010.

    	It was also pointed out that any policy decision which potentially had a material effect on staffing and/or expenditure should probably include input from the new Town Clerk when appointed.




8. 	CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

    	There were no Chairman’s Announcements.

9. 	PRESS RELEASE

    	RESOLVED that no formal Press Release be issued and the minutes made available in the usual way.


The meeting closed at 7.30 pm.
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