Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Hall, High Street, Chippenham on Wednesday 12 May 2010 at 7.00 pm.

PRESENT: 	Councillor Mrs SA Gibson (Chairman)
                    	Councillors Mrs DB Allen, TC Bate, MC Coates, PR Darby,
WJ Douglas, R Jones, Mrs EA Kennedy, Mrs MF Lloyd, ACG Noblet, 
Mrs SE Oakes, MAC Packard, BS Patterson, JA Phillips, Mrs NM Phillips, Mrs M Pile, DLB Powell, RHP Purdon, Mrs LS Roberts-Rance, JR Scragg, Mrs ME Stickland, Ms S Veitch, Mrs JM Wood and WA Wood

OFFICERS
PRESENT:  	Mr L Brown (Town Clerk)
                     	Mr CNA Williams (Head of Support Services)
                     	Mr R Lane (Head of Service Delivery)
                     	Mrs A Chard (Office Manager)
                     	Mrs SL Moreton (P.A to Town Clerk)
                     	Mrs V Lowkis (Halls Co-ordinator)
                     	Mrs C Rigby (Administrative Officer)

The Mayor’s Chaplain addressed the Chamber and led a prayer for the work of the Town Council and for the whole community of Chippenham.

1. 	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

    	There were no apologies for absence, all 24 currently elected Members being present.

2. 	DECLARATION OF INTEREST

    	No declaration of interest as defined by the Code of Conduct in the current approved 
    	Standing Orders was received.

3. 	ELECTION OF MAYOR

    	(i) 	Review of the Year

         		The Mayor looked back on a full year of engagements during which she had 		been an ambassador for the Town Council and helped raise the profile of 			Chippenham.

         		The Mayor had attended several Citizenship Ceremonies and felt honoured 			that the individuals concerned had joined the community. Particularly moving 			was attending the repatriation ceremonies for fallen soldiers at Wootton Bassett.

         		The Civic Awards given this year had again shown that the Town would not 		be what it is without so many people being willing to give their time to 			helping others.






         		The Mayor expressed thanks to all Members for their confidence in her and to 		all staff for their support. Thanks were also given to all family, friends, the 		Consort and to Charter Road Primary School for their understanding and 			flexibility regarding her working hours.

         		Particular thanks were expressed to the Deputy Mayor and to the Mayor’s 			Secretary, each of whom  received a presentation.

          		A total sum in excess of £6000 had been raised during the year for the Rise 		Trust and a token of thanks was given to Councillor Mrs EA Kennedy for her 		help with the Mayor’s Ball.

          		A further cheque was presented to the representative of the Trust.

  	(ii)   	Election

          		(a) 	A nomination of the Town-Elect, Councillor Mrs SE Oakes, for the 
			of Town Mayor for the forthcoming Municipal Year was formally 					proposed by Councillor R Jones and seconded by Councillor WJ Douglas.

               		On taking a vote, which was unanimous

               		RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs SE Oakes, Town Mayor-Elect,
               		be appointed Town Mayor for the Municipal Year 2010/11.

          		(b) 	The Town Mayor, having been formally invested, read and signed the 			Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was witnessed by both the 			Proposer and Seconder of the nomination.  

Councillor Mrs SE Oakes, Town Mayor, in the Chair

4.  	APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY MAYOR

     	(i)  	A nomination of Councillor DLB Powell for the Office of Deputy Mayor
           		for the forthcoming Municipal Year was proposed by Councillor 
		Mrs NM Phillips and seconded by Councillor JA Phillips.

           		On taking a vote, which was unanimous

           		RESOLVED that Councillor DLB Powell be appointed Deputy Mayor
           		for the Municipal Year 2010/11.

     	(ii)  	The Deputy Mayor received his Chain of Office and was seated alongside the 		Town Mayor.






5.  	VOTE OF THANKS TO RETIRING TOWN MAYOR

     	(i)  	On receiving a proposal for a formal vote of thanks from 
		Councillor Mrs DB Allen
           
           		RESOLVED that the unanimous thanks of the Town Council be
           		recorded to Councillor Mrs SA Gibson who would be remembered
		as an effective ambassador.

     	(ii)  	Momentos of the year were presented to the retiring Town Mayor.

6. 	TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVESTITURE OF CONSORT 

     	The Town Mayor responded with thanks to her election and reminded the Chamber 	that Mr Duncan Hames, the MP for the newly recreated Chippenham Parliamentary 
     	Constituency, was present.  He was thanked for attending and the hope was expressed 	that the four Members who had joined the Town Council on 01 April 2009 had 	enjoyed the year. 

     	The forthcoming year would be one of change as the Town Clerk, the Heritage Centre
     	Manager/Curator and the Macebearer would all be retiring.

     	Mr Mike Oakes was named as Mayor’s Consort and he was duly invested with the 
     	Insignia of Office.

    	The nominated charity for the Mayoral Year would be SNAP (St Nicholas Appeal for 	a Hydrotherapy Pool).   

7. 	PRESS RELEASE

    	RESOLVED that no specific Press Release be issued, and the Minutes made available 	in the usual way.


    


The meeting closed at 7.40 pm.
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