Minutes of a meeting of the Strategy and Resources Committee held at the Town Hall, High Street, Chippenham on Wednesday 14 April 2010 at 7.00 pm.

PRESENT: 
Councillor ACG Noblet (Chairman)

                    
Councillors Mrs DB Allen, WJ Douglas, MAC Packard,


BS Patterson, JA Phillips, Mrs JM Wood and WA Wood.

ALSO

PRESENT:
Councillors DLB Powell, Mrs M Pile and Mrs NM Phillips
OFFICERS

PRESENT:  
Mr L Brown (Town Clerk)

                    
Mr CNA Williams (Head of Support Services)

                   
Mrs EJ King (Tourism, Events & PR Manager)

101. 
APOLOGIES
       
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs SA Gibson,

Mrs EA Kennedy, Mrs MF Lloyd, Mrs SE Oakes and JR Scragg

102.
 DECLARATION OF INTEREST

       
 No declaration of interest as defined by the Code of Conduct in the current 

        
approved Standing Orders was received.

103. 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

        
There were no written or verbal questions from any member of the public.

104. 
MINUTES

        
The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17 February 2010 were 

        
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

105. 
MATTERS ARISING

        
Donations

        
It was reported that formal thanks had been received from all those 
organisations which had been awarded a Donation under Minute 94/09.

106. 
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
        
The Chairman reported that the contract for the works to provide a BMX track 

       
at Stanley Park had been signed and works would commence on site in early 
May 2010.

       
 Thanks were recorded to Councillor DLB Powell and to all Officers who had 

       
 facilitated this project.

107.
 FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION


(a)
Accounts for Payment/Cheque Payment Audit


In accordance with policy, schedules of payments randomly selected 
by Councillor JA Phillips and Councillor DLB Powell were received 
and reported on. The audit trails and supporting evidence had been 
produced for the Members concerned (copy schedules in Minute 
Book).


RESOLVED that the favourable report by Councillor JA Phillips and 
Councillor DLB Powell be approved and adopted. 

(b) 
Expenditure

   
 RESOLVED that expenditure for the following periods be approved:-


01 – 31 January 2010 in the sum of £152,373.15 inc. VAT


01 – 28 February 2010 in the sum of £150,961.87 inc. VAT.


(c)  
Internal Audit: Annual Report


On receiving the third Annual Report by the Internal Auditor (copy in 
Minute Book)


RESOLVED that 


(i)
The report as submitted be approved.


(ii)
The submitted schedule of Internal Audits be approved.

(d)
Environmental Audit 


Pursuant to Minute 62(iii)/09 of the Amenities Committee a 
Recommendation was moved and duly seconded


RESOLVED that a virement within existing budgets be approved to 
fund an Environmental Consultant, in a sum not exceeding £3000.00.

(e) 
Town Boundary: Cepen Park


Pursuant to Minutes 63(iii), (vii) and (viii)/09 of Amenities Committee 
and the relevant previously circulated report (copy in Minute Book), 
Recommendations were moved and duly seconded in respect of 
projects.

(i) Zebra Crossing

                               RESOLVED that match funding be approved in the sum of £8000, 

                               on a partnership funding basis, and as a departure from policy.


(ii)   Benches

RESOLVED that funding in a sum not exceeding £10,000 be approved to provide benches in Cepen Park North and South including Derriads Pond.
(iii)   Notice Boards 

RESOLVED that funding in a sum not exceeding £2000 be approved to provide replacement Notice Boards.
(f)
Town Centre Trees


Pursuant to Minute 64(vi)/09 of the Amenities Committee, 



Recommendations were moved and duly seconded


RESOLVED that 


(i)
The provision of a maximum of 10 trees on a 10 year fixed 


term contract be approved in a cost not exceeding £13,000.


(ii)
A Supplementary Capital Estimate be approved for Amenities 

Committee, financed from General Reserve.

(iii)
The award of the contract to Real Oasis, recognised local 
authority supplier/contractor, be approved under S.O 66(6).

(g) 
Market Extension


Pursuant to Minute 64(vii)/09 of the Amenities Committee, 
Recommendations were moved and duly seconded


RESOLVED that 

(i) 
The policy  be approved of extending the Market down the 
High Street on a Saturday. 



(ii)
Funding be approved in a sum not exceeding £5000 in respect 


of  the appropriate Traffic Order to permit the operation of the  

             
Market, subject only to planning approval being granted.

(h) 
Taxi Marshalls


Pursuant to Minute 61/09 of the Town Council, further information 
was presented regarding the operation of the scheme (copy in Minute 
Book).


After careful consideration of the Taxi Marshall scheme, together with 
a possible alternative Street Marshal scheme, and the cost/resource 
implications which would arise


RESOLVED that   

              
(i)  
The matter be kept under review and referred to the Area Board 


for an in depth examination of all options, including the 



possibility of  partnership funding from the commercial sector 


and/or those who would benefit directly.            


(ii)
A further report be presented to Strategy & Resources 
 

committee in  due course.

108. 
MUSEUM AND HERITAGE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

        
The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 16 March 2010 having been 

       
 proposed and duly seconded

        
RESOLVED that the Minutes be received and as far as necessary adopted.

109. 
LORDSMEAD (OPEN SPACE): PROPOSED ACQUISITION

        
RESOLVED that the policy of acquiring an open space at Lordsmead from 

       
Wiltshire Council be approved, subject only to agreement of detailed terms 
and Conditions.

110. 
TOWN PROMOTION & EVENTS AND CHIPPENHAM TOURIST  

       
 INFORMATION CENTRE

       
 A report by the Tourism, Events and PR Manager was presented and the 

       
 progress of the programme of events reviewed (copy in Minute Book).

       
 After careful consideration of the next phase of the programme of events:-

       
 RESOLVED that 

(i)
The report be received and approval be given to funding the following 
from the approved budget:-

· Chippenham Half Marathon: £250.00

· Town Centre Business Forum: £1,100.00

· Trade Fair: £600.00

· A Christmas Carol; £1000.00.

(i) A sum of £6000.00 be included in an Earmarked Fund, created on the closure of the 2010/11 accounts, for the proposed English Civil War Event.

(ii) Formal thanks be recorded to all Officers who had contributed to the  

            publication of the recent “ Talk of The Town “.

111.
 CHIPPENHAM AREA BOARD MEETING

        
RESOLVED that the matters referred to in Minute 107(h)/09 above be 

       
 forwarded for inclusion on the agenda for the meeting of the Area Board to be 

        
held on Monday 10 May 2010.

112. 
PRESS RELEASE
        
A member of the press having been present

       
 RESOLVED that no formal Press Release be issued, and the Minutes made 

       
 available in the usual way.

The meeting closed at 8.05 pm. 
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