Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held at the Town Hall, High Street, Chippenham on Wednesday 17th March 2010.

PRESENT: 	Councillor Mrs SK Doubell (Chairman)
Councillors Mrs DB Allen, TC Bate, R Jones, Mrs SE Oakes, Mrs NM Phillips, DLB Powell, RHP Purdon, Mrs ME Stickland, Mrs LS Roberts-Rance

ALSO		
PRESENT:	Councillors Mrs EA Kennedy, ACG Noblet, Mrs M Pile and JR Scragg

PUBLIC	
PRESENT:	Mr David Love – Membership Secretary, Chippenham Garden &
		Allotment Society
Mrs Anne Bird – Secretary, Chippenham Garden & Allotment Society
One other member of the public.
				 
OFFICERS	Mr Ray Lane (Head of Service Delivery)
PRESENT:	Mr Chris Williams (Head of Support Services) 
                        Mrs Victoria Lowkis (Halls Co-ordinator)


56.	APOLOGIES

There were apologies for absence from Councillors Mrs SA Gibson, Mrs MF Lloyd and Mrs JM Wood.

57.	DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr DLB Powell declared a personal interest in the matters referred to in Minute 64(iv) and took no part in any voting.  

58.	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

            There were no written or verbal questions from any member of the public.

59.	MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th January 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

60.	MATTERS ARISING

		There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.

61.	CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman informed members of a letter received from the Chippenham Area Youth Development Task Group inviting membership of a representative from this Council which will be considered at the next meeting of the full Council.


62.	ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT:  NOTICE OF MOTION FROM THE TOWN COUNCIL

Members considered a joint report from the Head of Support Services and the Head of Service Delivery (copy in Minute Book).

RESOLVED that

(i) The report be noted and subsequent legislation be analysed.

(ii) A consultant be appointed to assess the Town Councils progress towards the policy objectives included in the Environment Report, as at 31st August 2010.

(iii) A Recommendation is made to Strategy and Resources Committee for approval of a virement within budget for Amenities Committee to fund such a consultant, in a sum not exceeding £3000.00.

63.	TOWN BOUNDARY:  CEPEN PARK

Members considered a joint report from the Head of Support Services and the Head of Service Delivery (copy in Minute Book).

It was noted that any expenditure would be taken from the approved Earmarked Fund.

(i) Derriads Barn

RESOLVED that Officers investigate further prior to any action being taken.

(ii) Community facility 

RESOLVED that the present position be noted and a formal approach awaited from the project leaders.

(iii) Zebra crossing

RECOMMENDED that Strategy & Resources Committee approve match funding in the sum of £8000, on a partnership funding basis, as a departure from policy.

(iv) Derriads Pond 

RESOLVED that bench provision be considered in the general bench provision for Cepen Park, subject to limitations of the management agreement. 

(v) Malmesbury Road Garden

RESOLVED that ownership of the site be clarified by the Officers prior to any further action being taken.



(vi)  Play Area provision

RESOLVED that a formal approach be awaited from the Wiltshire Council.

(vii) Benches

RESOLVED that benches be provided in Cepen Park North and Cepen Park South including Derriads Pond, numbers and locations to be identified up to a value of £10,000.00  and Recommended to Strategy and Resources Committee for approval of funding.

(viii)  Notice board

RESOLVED that replacement up to a value of £2000.00 be recommended to Strategy and Resources Committee for approval of funding.

Prior to the next item Councillor DLB Powell declared a personal interest as stated in Minute 57 above.

64.	CAPITAL PROGRAMME, PROJECTS & ACHIEVEMENTS 2009/10

	Members considered the report from the Head of Service Delivery (copy in Minute Book).

(i) Capital Programme
	 
	RESOLVED  that the report be noted

(ii) London Road Cemetery Extension 

	RESOLVED  that the report be noted

(iii) London Road Foul Sewer

	RESOLVED  that the report be noted

(iv) Allotments

            	Members considered an update from the Head of Service Delivery and from
Mr David Love – Membership Secretary, Chippenham Garden & Allotment Society and Councillor David Powell.

	RESOLVED that

(a) Officers pursue the Asset Transfer to this Council for the whole of the land referred to in the report for use as a community site for which any future facility development including allotments will be subject to community consultation.

	(b) Members noted the report regarding Westlea.
 


(v) Chippenham BMX/Trails 

Members considered an update from the Head of Service Delivery and from Councillor David Powell informing members that planning approval had now been granted and work schedules were awaited from the group and contractor.

	RESOLVED  that the reports be noted

(vi) Town Centre Trees

		RECOMMENDED that 

(a) Strategy and Resources Committee approve the provision of a maximum of 10 trees on a 10 year contract in a value not exceeding £13,000.

(b) Strategy and Resources Committee approve a supplementary capital estimate for Amenities Committee accordingly.

(c) Approval be given to award the contract to Real Oasis, recognised local authority supplier/contractor under the provisions of S.O.66/6.

(vii) Market Extension
	
		RECOMMENDED that 

(a) Strategy and Resources Committee approved the policy of extending the market 
down the High Street on a Saturday.

(b) Strategy and Resources Committee approve funding up to £5000.00 to fund the 
appropriate traffic order to allow the operation of the market, subject to planning approval being granted.

65.	TOWN AND NEELD HALLS OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT REPORT

           		Members considered the report of the Halls Co-ordinator (copy in Minute Book).

                          RESOLVED that the report be noted.

66.	ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

		Members considered a request from the Royal British Legion requesting the installation of two stone troughs at the War Memorial (copy in Minute Book).

		RESOLVED that the request be agreed subject to delegated authority be given to the Chairman and the Head of Service Delivery to approve the style and type of troughs proposed.
    




67.	PRESS RELEASE
            
            	RESOLVED Press Releases be issued as below, and the Minutes made available in the usual way. 

(i) Environmental Audit
(ii) Town Centre Trees.
         


The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

S/Recept1/Amenities/Am0906m/170310
