Minutes of a meeting of the Strategy and Resources Committee held at the Town Hall, High Street, Chippenham on Wednesday 17 February 2010 at 7.00 pm.

PRESENT:
Councillor ACG Noblet (Chairman)


Councillors Mrs DB Allen, WJ Douglas, Mrs MF Lloyd, 

MAC Packard, BS Patterson, JA Phillips, JR Scragg, 

ALSO

PRESENT:
Councillors DLB Powell and Mrs NM Phillips
OFFICERS

PRESENT:  
Mr L Brown (Town Clerk)

                    
Mr CNA Williams (Head of Support Services)

                    
Mrs EJ King (Tourism, Events & PR Manager)

86. 
APOLOGIES

     
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs SK Doubell, 

Mrs SA Gibson, Mrs EA Kennedy, Mrs SE Oakes, Mrs JM Wood and WA Wood.
87. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

      
The following declarations of personal interest were received in respect of the 

      
matters referred to in Minute 94/09:-

      
Councillor Mrs MF Lloyd in the Folk Festival and Twinning Association

      
Councillor JR Scragg in the Twinning Association

      
Neither Member took any part in the discussion or voting in respect of any 

      
application for a donation from the organisation stated above.

88. 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

      
There were no written or verbal questions from any member of the public.

89. 
MINUTES

      
The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 16 December 2009 were 

      
approved as a correct record.

90. 
MATTERS ARISING

     
There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda.

91. 
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i) The Chairman reported that Archstone Lifestyle had offered the sum of 

            £8000.00 towards the funding of a pedestrian crossing in Hungerdown 

            Lane. A formal letter of confirmation was awaited.

(ii) The Chairman reported that Chippenham had been selected to host the 

            Action for Market Towns convention in October/November 2010.

            Thanks were expressed to those Officers who had assisted with this. 

92. 
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION

(a) Accounts for Payment/Cheque Payment Audit


In accordance with policy, schedules of payments randomly selected by Councillors MAC Packard and Mrs LS Roberts-Rance were received and reported on. The audit trails and supporting evidence had been produced for the Members concerned (copy schedules in Minute Book).


RESOLVED that the favourable report by Councillor MAC Packard and Councillor Mrs LS Roberts-Rance be approved and adopted.

(b) Expenditure


RESOLVED that expenditure for the following period be approved:-


01 December – 31 December 2009 in the sum of £150,168.81 inc.VAT.

(c) Management Report

On presentation of a M.09 Management Report (copy in Minute Book) which excluded expenditure from Earmarked Funds

RESOLVED that the report be received and noted.

(d) Proposed Write Off of Bad Debts
On presentation of a report by the Finance Officer (copy in Minute Book), Members Questions were taken to clarify aspects of the circumstances described. 

An assurance was given that the action taken on behalf of the Town Council in respect of assignment of the licence with Hughmark International was lawful and put the Council in no worse a position in 2011.

RESOLVED that
(i) Authority be given to write off the sum of £3351.85 excluding VAT owed by Hughmark International, which had ceased trading.

(ii) Authority be given to write off the sum of £975.00 owed by 

            
Chippenham Pub Watch as uneconomic to pursue.

(iii) The write off under Financial Regulation 6(iii) of two further debts totalling £219.84 as uneconomic to pursue, be noted.

93. 
TOWN PROMOTIONS & EVENTS AND CHIPPENHAM TOURIST 

      
INFORMATION CENTRE

A report by the Tourism, Events and PR Manager was presented (copy in Minute Book).

      
After noting the success of the Pancake Races held on Tuesday 16 February, 

thanks were recorded to the Autumn Travellers who had again donated funds to support CCTV.

      
After careful consideration of the proposed programme of events

      
RESOLVED that 

      
(i) 
Approval be given to funding the following from the approved budget:-

· Museum/Heritage Centre Anniversary Dinner April 2010: £1000.00

· Easter Egg Trail: £450.00

· May Day Country Dancing: £600.00

· Gullivers Travels: £1000.00 (excluding ticket income) 

· Pride and Prejudice:£1000.00 (excluding ticket income)

· Childrens’ Funday: £500.00

· Festival of Football:£500.00

(ii) An approach be made to the Town Heads of Schools meeting with the aim of using it to publicise approved Events.

(iii) Future reports include progress of the Band Concerts programme in John Coles Park.

Prior to consideration of the next item, Councillor Mrs MF Lloyd and Councillor JR Scragg each declared a personal interest as referred to in Minute 87/09 above. 
94. 
DONATIONS
On consideration of a report itemising requests for donations from organisations which met the current criteria (copy in Minute Book)

RESOLVED that the following donations be approved, the donations (i) to (iv) falling within Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:-

	
	
	£

	(i)
	Family Mediation (North Wiltshire)                                              
	500.00

	(ii)
	HELP Counselling Services                                                          
	200.00

	(iii)
	Splitz Support Services                                                                
	300.00

	(iv)
	West Wiltshire Young Musicians/North   Wiltshire Young Musicians                                                          
	150.00

	(v)
	Chippenham Folk Festival                                                           
	1,500.00

	(vi)
	Chippenham Twinning Association                                            
	1,000.00

	(vii)
	CLOGS Musical Theatre                                                            
	1,500.00

	
	
	5,150.00


It was noted that one application would be carried forward to the 01 April 2010 meeting of the Strategy and Resources Committee, and that the current criteria would be reviewed.

95. 
CIVIC AWARD WORKING PARTY 

RESOLVED that the meeting be held on Thursday 01 April 2010 at 5.45 pm.

96. 
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

     
On receiving a proposed calendar for 2010/11 (copy in Minute Book)

     
RESOLVED that the calendar as submitted be approved and adopted.

    
(Copy attached as Appendix for ease of reference).

97. 
CHIPPENHAM AREA BOARD MEETING

RESOLVED that a request be made for the inclusion of the following item on the agenda for the meeting to be held on Monday 01 March 2010:- 

      
Bus Station: provision of replacement notice board at the Bus Station.

98. 
PRESS RELEASE

      
RESOLVED that a Press Release be issued regarding the Grants & Donations.

The meeting closed at 8.20 pm.    
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