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Oyez Oyez!    

Members are considering appointing the services of a 

dedicated Town Crier for Chippenham.  Town Criers were 

traditionally the chief means of communication with the 

townsfolk and despite the advent of modern 

communications – newspapers, radio, TV and the 

internet – there are currently approximately 200 Town 

Criers in Britain and more in other countries, particularly 

Australia, Canada and the USA.  Town Criers are now in 

great demand for civic ceremonies, charity functions, 

tourism events and commercial ventures, where their 

colourful costumes, imposing presence and historical 

significance are greatly valued.  The initial cost of 

appointing a Town Crier for Chippenham would be in the 

region of £2,000 and £250 

annually thereafter.  As a 

responsible Town Council we 

strive to spend tax payers' 

money prudently and carefully 

and we would welcome your 

comments on whether the 

appointment of a Town Crier 

should be considered further.  

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  o n  

enquiries@chippenham.gov.uk
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TALK OF 
THE TOWN

Supporting our Local Market

Our colourful local Town Market is held all day on Fridays 

and Saturdays. Amidst the vibrant and bustling 

atmosphere you will find stalls providing a wide range of 

goods including excellent local produce, clothes, 

jewellery, plants and lots more.  Situated in the heart of 

town, the Shambles, next to the historic Buttercross, the 

market is an important part of town life and Chippenham 

tradition.

Have you considered being a market trader yourself?  

You'd be surprised at how little it costs to hire a stall, 

especially now that there is no minimum footage, so 

your stall can be as small or large as you wish.  A market 

stall would be an ideal outlet for those of you who make 

and sell your own jewellery, arts and crafts, baking or 

anything else produced by our townsfolk.

Our market needs your support to continue its 

development.  Come on Chippenham, let's keep the 

town one of the most important market towns in 

Wiltshire!  

WHAT’S ON IN CHIPPENHAM
 Local Village Stories:  17th January – 5th March  2010

The next in our series of exhibitions looking at towns and villages in 
the local area will feature Biddestone, Nettleton, Grittelton and 
North Wraxall.  The exhibition will look at the influence of the Neeld 
family and the recent exciting finds from the site of the North Wraxall 
Roman Villa. 

10th Birthday Celebrations
On the 20 March 2010 the Museum & Heritage Centre will be ten 
years old.  To celebrate this occasion there will be a series of events 
taking place, which are:- 
•  a display of the highlights of the last ten years of special   
   exhibitions; 
• a drop-in party for the people that have assisted the museum  
   during that time; 

 
•  a Local History Day School at the Town Hall on Saturday 20March 
   2010 with a wide range of speakers who will be highlighting 
   Chippenham's local history.
•  the launch of the new book series called “Chippenham Studies”.

The Vikings are Coming!
As part of our Easter Holiday Activity programme we shall be having 
a visit from Regia Angalorum, a Viking (and Anglo-Saxon) re-
enactment society. More details closer to the time.

Museum Saturday Club
The Museum & Heritage Centre has established a Saturday Club 
for children. This will run on the fourth Saturday on the month. The 
next session will be on 23rd January 2010 and will be Roman 
Mosaic Making. Sessions run from 10.30-12.30 and attendance is 
FREE!
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EDDIE COCHRAN REMEMBERED 

Warden Long Service Presentation
Museum & Heritage Centre volunteer warden Bernard Wilson was presented with a certificate 
marking his 21 years' involvement with the Museum at the recent Warden's AGM. The award 
was presented by Cllr June Wood, chair of the Museum and Heritage Committee. 
The Museum is always looking for more volunteers and if you would like to help please 
contact us on 01249 705020 or heritage@chippenham.gov.uk

Did you know? You can access the internet FREE of charge and receive FREE 

training at the Town Hall as part of the eChippenham initiative, a partnership 

between the Town Council, Waste not Want Not and Westlea 

Housing Association. Contact us for further details.

/

This year is the fiftieth anniversary of the death of 

Eddie Cochran who died in a car accident on his way 

through Chippenham on 16 April 1960 whilst on tour 

in the UK.  A weekend of celebration and remembrance is 

being held with music from various rock and roll artists 

from 16 – 18 April.  Leaflets are available from the Tourist 

Information Centre and the Town Hall giving 

information about events.  An exhibition of a private 

collection of original posters and Eddie Cochran 

memorabilia will be held at the Museum and Heritage 

Centre for two weeks from 12 April 2010.

Awards & Donations

Twice a year the Strategy & Resources Committee 
award substantial grants to local organisations and groups.  
The organisation must be non-profit making and must 
benefit the local community.  At the September meeting the 
following donations were approved:

Bath & District Cruse Bereavement Care
Dorothy House Hospice Care
North Wilts Community Club

Victim Support Wiltshire
Vitalise

Chippenham Age Concern
Chippenham Methodist Churches Circuit Youth Club

Chippenham Sea Cadets
North Wilts Citizens Advice Bureau

Oasis Church Chippenham.

The next Strategy & Resources Committee will be held 
in February 2010. For details on how to apply for a grant 
please contact the Office Manager, Mrs Ann Chard, on 
01249 446699.  
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STANLEY PARK – THE FUTURE'S BRIGHT
2010 could be a great year in respect of the development of Stanley Park Sports Ground as three 
initiatives are scheduled to take a large step forward. Planning has been approved for the new extension 
onto the existing changing block.  This will consist of 4-6 extra changing rooms and a larger 
meeting/social room.  This will provide community teams & community clubs, who currently use the 
facility, somewhere safe to change as the site has grown from 20 teams in 2004 to 70 in 2009.  The aim is 
to have all teams and clubs calling Stanley Park their home venue, all year round, for playing and social 

use. Planning consent for the Floodlit 3G Synthetic Full-size 
Pitch is imminent and, at the time of going to press, a final 
decision was expected before Christmas 2009 from Wiltshire 
Council Planners.  This new all-weather pitch will help and 
develop sport across the town and encourage locals to be 
more active and continue sports during the winter months.  
In addition it will give 60 football teams a place to train safely 
and keep active during this period but will also ensure that 
the sports ground is available all year round.

Partnership Funding is being sourced through The Football 
Foundation for the above developments.  We will be the first 
scheme in the Country to re-apply for further funding, which 

is down to the large success that Stanley Park has become over the past 5 years, and the demand locally 
for such facilities, and this is a credit to Members of Chippenham Town Council and the Town Clerk for the 
support they have given this facility over that time. 
Pete Hussey the Community Football Development Officer is very excited about the future developments.  
“Next year could be a big turning point for Chippenham Town Council, Stanley Park & the community as a 
whole, opening up the site to wider community use, although we still have a little more work to complete.  
Over the past 2 years a lot of research and time has gone into these projects, but its finally great to see 
some light at the end of the tunnel”.  WATCH THIS SPACE!

Christmas in Chippenham
A big thank you to children from Queens Crescent Primary School, who 
made decorations for the town's Christmas tree and with the help of the 
Town Mayor Cllr Mrs Sylvia Gibson watched as the tree was decorated in 
time for the Christmas Lights Switch On.  On Friday 20 November 2009 
Kris Deedigan (Des Townsend in Hollyoakes), Peter Rowell and Bob 
Crampton from ITV local news, the Town Mayor and Father Christmas 
switched on the lights from the Market Place at 6.30pm.  Jennings Fun 
Fair adorned the High Street and Market Place, with a craft fair in the 
Town Hall and stalls throughout the High Street.  A firework display on 
River Island provided a spectacular finale to the event.  The evening was 
a great success, attracting thousands of people into the town.  The 
switch on was broadcast live by ITV throughout the West Country.

The Town Council are reviewing this event in time for this year's festive season so if you 
have any comments/suggestions regarding The Christmas Lights Switch On Event and associated 
activities please email: eking@chippenham.gov.uk

Town Events
Chippenham Town Council is planning an enhanced programme of town events following the decision to 
substantially increase the events budget for 2010/2011. Emma King, Tourism, Events & PR Manager said 
“This is exciting news.  Councillors are keen to see the programme of town events expanded and I am 
liaising with a number of people including Mike Stone at the Museum & Heritage Centre to develop a 
number of ideas”. These new events will be in addition to established annual events such as the Pancake 
Races, Christmas Lights switch on and Town Centre Forum.  Watch this space for further details! What kind 
of events or activities would you like to see in your town? Please email any suggestions to 
eking@chippenham.gov.uk

TOWN PROJECTS & ACHIEVEMENTS

Derriads Pond – no significant works are required to the area at this stage, however signage has been updated 

and safety inspections have been implemented together with routine maintenance.  Benches are scheduled for 

installation shortly.

BMX/Trails Track – a planning application funded by the Town Council has been submitted to the Planning 

Authority and we await a decision. The scheme/development is aiming to provide a track for the young people 

in and around Chippenham to use.

London Road Cemetery Extension – A planning application has been submitted and it is proposed that work 

commence early 2010 to be completed by November 2010.  The work will result in the creation of over 1,300 

spaces for graves and 936 plots for cremated remains.  

Millennium Wall – plans are underway for a major programme of repairs so that the wall will look its best in 
th2010 on the 10  anniversary of its creation.

Wilts & Berks Canal Partnership – the Town Council has now 

joined the partnership and looks forward to continuing to 

support their work. 

Museum & Heritage Centre – this has now achieved full 

Accreditation from the governing body for museums after 

much hard work by Members and Officers.

Museum & Heritage Centre – following the initial success of the Education Service 

and a subsequent reorganisation, a panel of teachers has been established to 

provide a comprehensive service to both existing and new clients.

Wiltshire Police, 170th Anniversary Exhibition
Wiltshire Police turned 170 years old on Saturday 28 November 2009.  To 
commemorate the occasion, Chippenham Museum and Heritage Centre 
hosted a special Open Day and the Wiltshire Police had a stall in the Market 
Place. Fun finger printing was on offer as well as the opportunity for children 
to dress up in all of the police kit, and the Wiltshire Police Dog Handlers 
brought along their four legged colleagues to do a unique 'meet and greet' for 
those who were brave enough to get close.  One of Wiltshire's vintage police 
cars, an Austin A60 Cambridge, was put on show, and all of our visitors were 
treated to free celebratory cakes, courtesy of 'Greggs' The Bakers. Chief 
Constable Brian Moore and the Mayor of Chippenham Mrs Sylvia Gibson cut 
the ribbon to unveil the new police display.  The Heritage Centre is the official 
museum that holds the Historic Collections of Wiltshire Constabulary, and to 
commemorate the anniversary we have re-arranged the display to show a 
different selection of the many uniforms, helmets and handcuffs used since 
1839 to the present time.  
The Museum would like to hear from members of the public who can share 
their memories of policing within Wiltshire for an oral history policing archive 
project.

Write a Caption for the Display

As part of the Wiltshire Police Anniversary Exhibition we are asking the public to come up 
with a suitable caption for the photograph (left). Get your thinking duck on and leave your 
answer at the museum warden's desk or email to heritage@chippenham.gov.uk.
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