











AMENITIES COMMITTEE


                                                                                            
06 January 2010

Dear Councillor

NOTICE is hereby given that a meeting of the Amenities Committee will be held at the Town Hall, High Street, Chippenham at which your attendance is requested on Wednesday 13 January 2010 at 7.00pm.

Yours faithfully




Laurie Brown
Town Clerk

To:  Councillors	Mrs DB Allen       		
				TC Bate				
				PR Darby	    		
				Mrs SK Doubell       			
				R Jones                								Mrs MF Lloyd       			
				Mrs NM Phillips
				DLB Powell
				RHP Purdon	
				Mrs LS Roberts-Rance
				Mrs ME Stickland    
				Mrs JM Wood

				Mrs SA Gibson (ex-officio)
				Mrs SE Oakes (ex-officio)
          
			Other Members of the Council for information
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AGENDA

1.	APOLOGIES

2.	DECLARATION OF INTEREST

All Members of the Town Council are reminded to declare any interest they may have in any business of the Council, its Committees or Sub-Committees, in accordance with the Code of Conduct included in  current approved Standing Orders.

3.	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

	To receive any written or verbal questions from the public.

4.	MINUTES

To approve as a correct record and to sign the Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 18 November 2009 (copy previously circulated).

5.	MATTERS ARISING

6.	CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
	
7.	CAPITAL PROGRAMME, TOWN PROJECTS & ACHIEVEMENTS 2009/10

	To receive a report from the Head of Service Delivery (copy attached).

8.	TOWN & NEELD HALLS OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT REPORT

	To receive a verbal report from the Halls Co-ordinator.

9.	PRESS RELEASE

	To consider if necessary, the issue of a press release arising from the meeting.


Agenda Item No. 7
AMENITIES COMMITTEE:  13 JANUARY 2009
CAPITAL PROGRAMME, PROJECTS & ACHIEVEMENTS 2009/2010

Purpose of Report

To inform members on the progress of the approved Capital Programme, Projects and achievements throughout 2009/10.

	Project
	Budget
£
	Committed Expenditure to date
£
	Balance Remaining
£
	Notes

	Festive Light Replacement
	2,000
	1833
	167
	-

	Health & Safety/DDA
	4,000
	3,480
	520
	-

	Vehicles & Equipment
	38,000
	1,974
	36,026
	To EMF at 31.3.10

	Vehicle Replacement Fund
	15,000
	-
	15,000
	To EMF at 31.3.10-

	Play Area Refurbishment
	30,000
	22,555
	7,445
	JCP MUGA

	JCP Grounds and Buildings
	3,000
	-
	3,000
	-

	LRC Site Works
	5,000
	-
	5,000
	-

	Staff Office Roof  JCP
	3,000
	3050
	-50
	

	Total =
	100,000
	32,892
	67,108
	-



Recommendation that Members note the report.

London Road Cemetery Extension

Following a lengthy and highly scientific monitoring process with regard to environmental design issues required by the Environment Agency planning approval has now been issued by the Wiltshire Council subject to further in depth detail regarding soft landscaping, contours, highways and access which is currently being worked up.  This additional requirement should result in no delay to the current development time line.   The tender contract process is currently underway which includes provision for an area that will accommodate immediate burial requirements should demand outstrip availability during the construction phase.

Recommendation that Members note the report.



London Road Foul Sewer

Members will recall that the foul sewer servicing the cemetery toilets has collapsed under a neighbouring property resulting in no toilet provision at the cemetery although a portaloo has been provided for the interim until the outlet has been re established.

Contact was made with the householder’s representative and an investigation was underway to determine a solution however no further communication has been forthcoming from the representative therefore a council appointed surveyor has been appointed to progress the issue.

Members will be kept aware of the situation as and when progress is achieved.

Recommendation that Members note the report.

Allotments

Members will recall that this Council is awaiting the outcome of a report on the Community Asset Transfer Policy by Wiltshire Council that if approved will provide a clear and transparent process for County Officers when dealing with requests such as that proposed by this Council for the provision of allotment land.

However, I have been informed by County Officers that the process of investigations into legal titles and covenants etc of the land which if feasible for transfer/sale which will have to be ratified by Wiltshire Council members before any negotiations/agreements can be entered into with this Council is ongoing with regard to the preferred site.

At the time of this report no further information has been forthcoming however it is anticipated an update is imminent from Wiltshire Council and if received a verbal report will be given to members at the meeting.

A meeting was held with Westlea Housing Association to pursue the agenda of establishing a partnership scheme which could achieve both organisations community facility agendas through the provision of allotments however the terms proposed by Westlea Housing Association were not in the best interests of this Council.

Westlea are revising their proposals and are to submit revised terms which will be put to members for their consideration at a future meeting of this committee. 

Recommendation that Members note the report.

Chippenham BMX Trails and Track

The planning application for the proposed facility was received from the group on the 11th December 2009 appropriate information was included and submitted to the planning authority by this Council on the same day.

It is anticipated that further information regarding the proposed works and time scale will be received from the group upon the outcome of the planning application.

Recommendation that Members note the report.

Continental Markets

Members recommended that an approach be made to Wiltshire Council to determine the availability of Continental markets and funding for Chippenham as it was considered that Wiltshire County was funding these markets to attend towns within the county as a form of attraction.

Having contacted Wiltshire Council it has been determined that they are not funding any markets to attend as a form of attraction or for any other reason but are operating in the same manner as this Council in that any Continental Market applying to trade in a town will pay an appropriate fee to operate so as not to disadvantage existing market traders or town retailer.

Recommendation that Members note the report.

Derriads Pond

Pursuant to the request at the last meeting of this committee for the installation of benches at the pond I can now report that three benches have been installed for the benefit of the community.

Red Diesel

Following a request by the Chairman of Amenities to conduct a feasibility exercise into the provision of red diesel for Council vehicles and machinery.

I can now report that following legal and safety requirement compliance two red diesel supply tanks have been installed and are now operational at John Coles Park and Stanley Park.  The introduction of the supply tanks has resulted in cost savings and benefits which include:

· Lower product purchase cost.
· Reduced staff down time and travelling time for product purchase and distribution
· Less vehicle mileage and associated fuel use.
· Increased availability of vehicles.
· Decreased vehicle emissions and resulting lower carbon footprint.
· The immediate effect to the fuel budget mid-year of these savings has resulted in the current year’s budget for fuel being reduced from £8528 to £6000.
· The fuel budget for 2010/11 has been forecasted at £4425. 

Recommendation that Members note the report.



Ray Lane
Head of Service Delivery

