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CHIPPENHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Hall, High Street, 

Chippenham on Wednesday 29th April 2015 at 7.00 pm. 

 

COUNCILLORS Desna Allen Martin Coates 
 Bill Douglas Mary Fallon 
 Sylvia Gibson Terry Gibson 
 Robert Giles Rajvir Gill 
 Peter Hutton Teresa Hutton 
 Nick Murry Mary Norton 
 Linda Packard Mark Packard 
 Bret Palmer Andy Phillips 
 Nina Phillips Mary Pile 
 David Powell John Scragg (Chairman) 
 Melody Thompson 

Kenneth Brough  
Sheila Veitch  
Sandie Webb  

 

 

OFFICERS  
PRESENT 

Sue Wilthew (Chief Executive)  
Adrian Jones (Deputy Chief Executive) 

 Charlotte Starkie (Head of Finance and Administration/RFO) 
  

PUBLIC  Mr Nick Watts  
PRESENT  
  
  

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
No questions were submitted by members of the public.   
 
98. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

All Councillors were present.  

 

99. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 

 No declarations of interest were received. 

 

100. MINUTES 

 

The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Wednesday 18th March 
2015 were proposed and duly seconded. 

 
RESOLVED that the Minutes were approved as an accurate record of the  
meeting and duly signed by the Mayor. 
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101. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

(i) The Mayor welcomed Councillor Kenneth Brough, newly elected, to the 
meeting.  
 

(ii) The Mayor will be attending a civic reception on Friday 1st May to welcome 
the French Visitors, as part of the Twinning exchange, to Chippenham.   
 

(iii) The first school to participate in the School’s Engagement programme visited 
on 23rd March and had been welcomed by the Mayor, councillors and staff.  

 
(iv) The list of engagements undertaken by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor for the 

period March 2015 to May 2015 was received.  
 
 
102.  TO APPROVE THE CHIPPENHAM TOWN COUNCIL BANK MANDATE 
 
Members noted the report provided by the Head of Finance and Administration.   
 
RESOLVED that the bank mandate be adopted and to consist of: 
 

• Councillors Desna Allen, John Scragg and David Powell and Chief Executive  
Sue Wilthew and Deputy Chief Executive Adrian Jones. 

 
 
103. REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS 
 
Members received a copy of the draft Standing Orders and noted the report provided 
by the Chief Executive.  
 
RESOLVED that the revised Standing Orders as presented and recommended by 
the Strategy and Resources Committee be formally adopted. 
 
104. COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

a) Strategy & Resources Committee 
 

The draft Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th April 2015 having been 
proposed by Cllr Desna Allen and duly seconded: 

 
 RESOLVED that the Minutes be received, and as far as necessary, adopted. 

 
b)  Planning Committee 

 

The draft Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 2nd April 2015 having been 
proposed by Cllr Linda Packard and duly seconded: 

 

 RESOLVED that the Minutes be received and as far as necessary, adopted. 
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105. MEMBERS FEEDBACK 

 

 (i) From Wiltshire Councillors  

 
a. Councillor Mark Packard reported that work was progressing in relation to 

the Chippenham Campus, with the next steps being the employment of a 
company to undertake a feasibility study into a variety of options; namely 
to amalgamate the Olympiad with Monkton Park, to maintain the Olympiad 
but sell Monkton Park Offices or to locate the campus to the Bridge 
Centre.  A further review would be conducted to consider the costing of the 
proposals.   

 
b. Councillor Peter Hutton thanked those who attended the Area Board 

meeting and in particular the youth of the town who attended.  
 
c. Councillor Linda Packard informed the meeting that the Area Board had 

awarded grants of £5,000 to the Riverbank Studio and £8,000 for a youth 
café.  The LYN was continuing to consider proposals for further activities 
and schemes.  

 
d. Councillor Desna Allen reported that the Safe Places scheme had been 

launched with over 20 businesses signing up.  The scheme will help the 
town progress its Purple Flag accreditation. 

 

 (ii) From Town Councillors 

 

a. Councillor Theresa Hutton reported that with Councillor Robert Giles, they 
had attended King’s Lodge School and been greeted with enthusiasm and 
willingness to engage with the council.   

 

b. Councillor Norton reported that she was working with residents to finalise 
the establishment of a Neighbourhood Watch scheme.   

 

(iii) Schools Engagement 
Councillor Powell asked Members to continue to make the contact with     
the schools but that any initiatives not yet planned to be delayed until the 
academic term in September.   

 

 

106. CURRENT PROJECTS 

The Deputy Chief Executive updated members as follows: 
 
(i) Splash Pad 
The work was almost complete with the jets and sprays to be installed and 
connected and the area to then be fenced and landscaped.  It would be open 
from May Bank Holiday with an official launch at the Family Fun Day on 
Sunday 4th July. 
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(i) Neeld Hall Project 
Isabelle Leclercq, Programme Manager, had started, having relocated from 
the Old Fire Station Theatre in Oxford.  Her handover was ongoing.  The 
programme was on track for a hall closure after the Folk Festival in June. 
Initial preliminary work (possible floor strengthening and the connection 
between the Hall and the Boots building) would be underway as soon as 
possible with the main work commencing after 15th June.    

 
Permissions were being confirmed and the council was still awaiting Listed 
Building Consent.  The project completion date was late September, however 
in order to achieve that date it might be necessary to reschedule the work on 
the Town Hall Reception and Community and Visitor Information Centre 
entrance towards the end of the project.  
 
Tendering documents were being prepared and it was anticipated that the 
contractor would be appointed imminently.   
 
The Deputy Chief Executive confirmed that the project team and lead 
consultant had confirmed the availability of contractors ahead of the tendering 
process.  
 
The Deputy Chief Executive confirmed that the Head of Marketing and 
Communications would be working very closely with the Neeld Hall 
Programme Manger to ensure maximum publicity be given to the project, that 
the public are engaged and that whilst the Neeld Hall would be closed and 
there would be a degree of displacement, that full use of the Town Hall and 
other council facilities was being offered to avoid disruption to community 
groups.  
 

107. ANNUAL REPORT  
The Chief Executive confirmed that the Head of Marketing and 
Communications was working on the annual report with input from the 
Committees and departments across the council.   
 

108. COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING 
In the absence of the Head of Communications and Marketing, the Chief 
Executive brought a report to the attention of Council.  Sara Oliver was 
working across all sectors of the council, including members, facilities and 
staff to ensure that full use be made of internal communications, blogs and 
social media to communicate the work of the council.  A communication 
strategy would ultimately improve community engagement.  A profile feature 
of the town would appear later in the year in Wiltshire Life. Pop Up displays 
had been purchased, the gazebo ordered and work on the website underway.  
The Head of Finance confirmed that the budget available for the work was in 
the region of £35,000 with an additional budget for the digital display screens 
and the website upgrade.  
 
Councillor Douglas added that the employment of these additional staff and 
the improved community engagement that was now evident was a tribute to 
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the work put in by the Chief Executive and the council over the previous year 
in the organisational review.  

109.  ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 

 

None. 
   

 

The meeting closed at 7.50pm.  

 

These Minutes are subject to confirmation at the next meeting. 

 

Signed on behalf of the Town Council as a true record of the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Chairman:      Date: 


